


The Psalms are full of rich imagery, metaphor, and other poetic devices - in 
prayers to God and in praise of God, both individual and communal - which 
express the human experiences and understandings of the psalmists who 
created them. The overall theme is one of God’s greatness as creator and 
ruler of the earth and all that is in it, and God’s great mercy in the face 
of human brokenness and sin. During the season of Lent, we will examine 
several different types of psalms and will hold the words of the psalmists 
on our lips as we worship together.

Penitential Psalms
- 3 . 1 . 20  -

a  j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h

The psalms

- 3.22 . 20  -

Songs of Ascents
- 3 . 29 . 20  -

Psalms of Lament

- 3 . 8 . 20  -

Psalms of Thanksgiving & Praise
- 3 . 1 5 . 20  -

Psalms of Thanksgiving & Praise

the sanctuary will offer benjamin britten’s two-person canticle abraham and isaac.*

*



Palm Sunday
sunday, april 5, 8:30am beginnings, 1 1 :00am loft & sanctuary

.............................................................

.............................................................

.............................................................

.............................................................

.............................................................

Good Friday 
friday, april 10, 12:00pm in the sanctuary

Easter Sunday 
sunday, april 12, 8:30am beginnings, 1 1 :00am loft & sanctuary

Maundy Thursday 
thursday, april 9, 6:30pm in the sanctuary



Thanks to many generous donors in 2019, we were able to have our 2000 Casavant organ restored to its pristine playing 
condition. The bulk of the work, which was completed by Morris Organ Curators of Atlanta from June through November,  
did not greatly affect the way the organ sounds but was essential for it to continue to play for years to come. The most 
audible work included the return of the Echo Division (the room of pipes in the back of the church) and the zimbelstern. 

In celebration of this restoration, we are hosting a rededication concert given in honor of Mary Ann Bates, who has 
served in many positions in the North Alabama Conference, the Southeast Jurisdiction, and at Lake Junaluska.  Mary Ann 
has two degrees in music and has served as a high school, civic, and church choral director, singer, teacher, organist, and 
pianist in Hartselle, Decatur, and Tuscaloosa, as well as supporting her husband, Ralph, in his life of ministry and service.

Dr. Fred Teardo, Director of Music and Organist at the Cathedral Church of the Advent in Birmingham and Instructor of 
Organ at Samford University, is our guest organist for the concert. Dr. Teardo received the Doctor of Musical Arts degree 
from the Yale School of Music, where he was Chapel Organist, and his Bachelor of Music degree with Highest Honors 
from the Eastman School of Music.  Dr. Teardo has performed extensively across the United States and has appeared on 
Pipedreams.  Please join us as we celebrate the gift of beautiful music and the restoration of our Casavant organ.   

- Featuring Dr. Fred Teardo -
S U N DAY,  M A RC H  8 ,  AT 3 : 0 0 P M  I N  T H E  SA N C T UA RY

R EC E P T I O N  I N  T H E  L A RG E  D I N I N G  RO O M  TO  FO L LOW
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

On Sunday, March 8 in the Sanctuary service, Patrick Evans and Cathy Shelton, with guest artist Au-

gustine Mercante, will present a staged production of Benjamin Britten’s two-person canticle Abra-

ham and Isaac. The text comes from one of the medieval Chester Mystery Plays. In medieval England, 

workers’ guilds would publicly perform plays based on biblical stories in order to teach the masses the 

important stories of faith - the Creation, Noah’s Flood, the Last Judgement, and others. Benjamin Brit-

ten, the greatest English composer of opera of the 20th Century, composed this Abraham and Isaac 

canticle in 1952 for the English opera group. In this service, we will examine the role of sacrifice and 

obedience in light of a terrifying biblical story.



In an effort to keep everyone as informed as we can ahead of General Conference May 5-15, 
we will offer post worship learning sessions once a month. These will be opportunities to 
learn about proposed plans in broad strokes, to be updated on specific ways to participate in 
the #ResistHarm movement, and to ask questions. Above all else, these sessions will also of-
fer us the opportunity to pray together for our global United Methodist Church. The monthly 
meetings will cover similar information each time so that you can pick the meeting that best 
suits your schedule. Of course, you are welcome to come to multiple meetings if you prefer. 
See below for the schedule of meetings:

MARCH 22 - FOLLOWING WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY

APRIL 26 - FOLLOWING WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY

You are invited to join us, Sunday, April 5 from 3:00pm until 5:00pm at Birmingham Southern College for our 
annual Easter Egg Hunt! Bring your Easter baskets, lawn chairs, and a blanket, and First Church will provide the 
eggs, inflatables, treats, and more! You won’t want to miss this fun-filled event for children of all ages! For more 
information, contact Linda Thorne at Linda@firstchurchbhm.com.



M A R C H  1 7 ,  6 : 3 0 P M  A T  T R I N I T Y  H O M E W O O D

United Methodists are invited to come together to learn more about the Protocol 

Plan and possible scenarios for the future of the UMC. Tom Berlin, Lead Pastor of 

Floris United Methodist Church in Herndon, Virginia, who served on the Commission 

on a Way Forward as well as serving as a member of the team that drafted the 

Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation, will be speaking at Trin-

ity UMC in homewood on March 17 at 6:30pm. He will be there to help bring greater 

understanding to the current context of the United Methodist Church, answer 

questions about the Protocol Plan, and offer us hope as we move forward with 

vision and energy. If you have any questions please contact Rev. Stephanie York 

Arnold at stephanie@firstchurchbhm.com.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .



THE

RESIST HARM 
MOVEMENT

Many United Methodists recognize the ways that our Book of Discipline 
currently demands we betray the inclusive welcome modeled by Jesus 
Christ by putting limitations upon the ministry and love of LGBTQ per-
sons. During this Lenten season you are invited to spend time in prayer 
as we lament together this harm and pray for healing and wholeness. One 
further way you are invited to resist the harm done by the Traditional Plan 
is to use the “ I Lament ” f il ter on your social media prof ile picture. This 
f il ter will help to raise awareness and visibility as we seek to create an 
inclusive United Methodist Church.

“The Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word  
of the Lord, how he had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows today, you will  

deny me three times.’ And he went out and wept bitterly.”   

LUKE 22:61-62 (NRSV)

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / / /

MAR CH  =  L A M E N T





The time is here to mark your calendars, register campers, and sign-up to volunteer for our annual Arts Camp!
 

WHAT IS CITY KIDS ARTS CAMP?  
Arts Camp is an action-packed week of music, movement, and  

visual arts enhanced with interactive Bible stories to help campers learn about  
the diverse nature of God’s kingdom. Lunch will be served daily.

 
WHEN IS CITY KIDS ARTS CAMP?  

June 15 -19| Monday – Thursday 8:45am – 1:00pm | Friday 8:45am – 7:00 pm
 

WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR CITY KIDS ARTS CAMP? 
Children who have completed Kindergarten - 4th grade.

 
WHERE IS CITY KIDS ARTS CAMP?  

First United Methodist Church, 518 19th St N, Birmingham, AL, 35203
 

HOW MUCH DOES CITY KIDS ARTS CAMP COST?  
$40.00 per Camper | Scholarships available

REGISTER ONLINE  
All Campers – space is limited Register under the coming up tab on the First Church Website

NEW TO CAMP 
All youth and adults volunteers are asked to register online and let us know where you prefer to serve!  

You will also have the opportunity to purchase a camp t-shirt. Register under the coming up tab on our website.

If you would like to make a monetary donation please visit our online giving page and select the  
“City Kids Arts Camp Donation” fund or mark “Arts Camp donation” in the memo line of your check.

 
It takes over 100 volunteers to facilitate this week-long camp and we need your help. Please consider donating your time  

to help make Arts Camp 2020 a great success! For more information, contact Linda Thorne at Linda@firstchurchbhm.com.



To be a place where individuals can participate in a community that is loving, authentic, and welcoming. I pray that members 
can be vulnerable with one another as we share the joys and pains of life. 

- Meagan Williams 

I pray that First Church continues to be a bright light shining for all of the oppressed and unwelcomed souls in Birmingham. 

- Angela and Nathan Waites 

To continue to be a pillar of strength and safety for all people in our community. We commit ourselves to this ongoing work 
and accept the challenge of stepping outside our comfort zones as we seek to advocate and love the oppressed in need of 
the unconditional love of Christ. 

- Jeremiah and Mia Toole 

NEW MEMBER PRAYERS FOR FIRST CHURCH

 AN OPEN PLACE FOR ALL
A S  W E  S E E K  TO  B E

MY PRAYER FOR FIRST CHURCH IS : 

ON CALL SCHEDULE
F I R S T  C H U R C H  B I R M I N G H A M ’ S

MARCH 6 - 8  |  RG WILSON-LYONS 

MARCH 13 - 15  |  EMILY NELMS CHASTAIN

MARCH 20 - 22  |  STEPHANIE ARNOLD 

MARCH 27 - 29  |  JONATHAN GOSS

In an effort to make sure we are providing everyone in our congregation with the pastoral care needed, particularly 
in crisis situations, we want you to be aware of our on-call schedule going forward. If you have a pastoral care need 
Monday – Thursday, you can call the church office or email any of our pastors and we will respond promptly. How-
ever, if you have a pastoral care need Friday - Sunday, below is the on-call schedule for the month. You can reach 
the person by email, cell phone, or by clicking the “pastor on-call” option on the church phone.



TUESDAYS:
6:30pm - Young Adult Small Group

WEDNESDAYS:
1:00pm - Prayer Shawl Knitters

5:30pm - Youth Bible Study
6:30pm - Chancel Choir Rehearsal

FRIDAYS:
~ Church Office Closed ~

6:45am - Men’s Prayer Breakfast

SUNDAYS:
8:30am - Communion Service

9:45am - Sunday School
11:00am - The Loft & Sanctuary Services

5:15pm - Youth Bible Study

March  24 
6:00pm - Trustees

March  7 
9:00am - Create & Celebrate 
                     Women’s Retreat

March  9 
6:00pm - Executive Council

March  8 
12:00pm - Children’s Council 
3:00pm - Organ Recital & Reception

March  22 
12:00pm - General Conference  
                        Learning Sessions

March  18 
11:30am - Garden Club

MARCH CALENDAR

WEEKLY CALENDAR
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FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

Senior Pastor: Stephanie York Arnold
Pastor: R.G. Wilson-Lyons
Minister of Invitation: Katie Gilbert 
Minister of  Youth & Young Adults: Jonathan Goss 
Minister of Children & Church Events: Linda Underwood Thorne
Minster to the Grieving: Herb Williamson 
Deacon in Residence: Emily Nelms Chastain
Organist: Cathy Shelton
Design: Blake Hobbs
Choir Director: Patrick Evans 
Loft Worship Leader: Katherine Mullen
Office Administrator: Peg Thompson 
Business Administrator: Steve Pitts
Maintenance Supervisor: Ron Dates
Nursery Director: Ginger Gambill
Wedding Director: Betsy Pate 
Executive Director of Early Learning Center: Robin Pate

Stephanie@firstchurchbhm.com
RG@firstchurchbhm.com
Katie@firstchurchbhm.com 
Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com 
Linda@firstchurchbhm.com
Herb@firstchurchbhm.com
Emily@firstchurchbhm.com
Cathy@firstchurchbhm.com
Blake@firstchurchbhm.com 
Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com 
Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com 
Peg@firstchurchbhm.com 
Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
Ron@firstchurchbhm.com
Ginger@firstchurchbhm.com
Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
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