
My husband and I joined First Church about five years ago. Having no clue about 
our history, I dove headlong into the celebration of our 150th Anniversary hop-
ing to learn something about the 145 years before we came on board.

And never did I ever know that…. 

And never did I ever remember that…..

• The Loft space was formerly a roller skating rink; the lounge area was 
a snack bar with counters, stools and concessions. 

• The church had a baseball team. 

• We were the venue for the PACKED City Stages Gospel Fest. 

• The earliest air conditioning involved sliding 100 lb blocks of ice down 
a ramp into the basement.

• I was at the church in 1989 for Vacation Bible School….something I 
was reminded of by my sister-in-law, Marie Blair (on my left). There 
are interesting things to uncover in the church archives!

And here are more Fun Facts that I’ve uncovered about our wonderful 
and often hilarious congregation…..

B Y  B E T S Y  M C G U I R E
NEVER DID I EVER…



1. There was a rooftop playground on the ‘new’ education building with swings, 
a slide, monkey bars and a merry-go-round.



2. Valentines Day was a big deal, with a banquet, dancing until midnight and….
the crowning of the court! Take note of the hand crafted programs and the menu, 
complete with pizza and ‘garlio’ bread.



3. Sunday school attendance was a competitive sport!! An Honor Roll was 
kept for attendance and was published, IN PRINT, for all the congregation to see. 
The George R. Stuart Bible Class was particularly brutal for slackers so PLEASE 
get out your magnifying glass to see the 22 poor souls that missed every Sunday 
in April 1928. 

Dr. Moore, Ms Price and Mr. Comer took their jobs very seriously!







And Sunday school competition became increasingly ferocious. By 1941 it was 
take no prisoners for the Maybelle Taylor Class…

“Above will be found the picture of the members of the Maybelle Taylor Class 
taken Sunday, December 22nd. On this day, under the excellent leadership of 
Miss Anne Beddow, President, the Class made its attendance goal for the fourth 
consecutive Sunday. This attainment of the Permanent Honor Roll designation 
was achieved in the face of bad weather and the conflicts of the Holiday Season 
and sets a real example for all of the other classes of our Sunday School. Mrs. 
J. F. Oates is the teacher of this great class which is to be congratulated on the 
record it is making. As each class of the Sunday School reaches the Permanent 
Honor Roll, the picture of that Class will be taken and displayed on the bulletin 
board in the Educational Building. The size of the picture will be determined by 
the length of time required to make the goal. Mrs. J. W. DeYampert’s Class of 
girls was the first class to be so honored. January is Goal Month for every class.”



4. Members of the award winning George R. Stuart Bible Class also knew how 
to have fun….they had a class Glee Club and a Men’s Quartet, both of whom per-
formed at their 1934 dinner.

Some members of the George R. Stuart Bible Class Glee Club members in the 1920’s



5. We needed a Fashion Honor Roll for the officers of the  
Bethany Sunday School Class at their 1956 annual party!



6. At some point we had steak night!



7. We had multiple singing and performance groups….a Children’s Choir,  
Chancel Choir, Hundred Acre Wood performers, First Stage Players….

And our Youth Choir was clearly rockin’



8. In keeping with a competitive spirit, we had a Family of the Year Award  
and the Malone family won a trip to Chicago, Really!



9. Vacation Bible School was a hit in 1922, 1992 and as Arts Camp in 2022!!



10. And last but not least, while not technically a Fun Fact, we have sought to 
be an open place for all.

An early AIDS Walk, @1985

Pride Week 2022


