


Come one, come all, Come one, come all, to the Fall Festive-ALL! Our annual fall festival is 

returning on Sunday, October 30 and you don't want to miss out on all the fun. 

We'll have games, candy, Hot dogs, cotton candy, a costume contest, and so much 

more. You can purchase tickets with cash or card at the event to participate 

in our fundraising activities, including the Cake Walk (Of course, donations are 

also welcome). All fundraising proceeds will go to our friends at the Magic City 

Acceptance Center. Halloween costumes are heavily encouraged but not re-

quired. The festivities will begin at 4:00pm in our back parking lot.

Our annual Fall Festive-ALL is coming back and we need booths! Every year, Sunday 
School classes, Dinner Groups, etc. register to host a booth at the festival. This can 
range from a themed booth with candy or snacks, a booth with crafts, or even a booth 
with interactive games and prizes! Each host group is responsible for the decorations 
and items for their booths. Because our festival falls on the day before Halloween 
this year, you are invited to dress in theme with your group (we encourage this, but it 
is not required). Click HEREHERE to register your booth. 

WE WE NEEDNEED  YOU!YOU!

https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/edb5f5b7-f220-4ce8-941c-b8a84ad0534c


10.2.22  | Dreaming of a Better World 
Luke 17 :5- 10

10.9.22  | The Importance of Dreams 
Genesis  28: 10-22,  Psalm 126 

10.16.22  | Asleep and Dreaming 
Luke 1 :26-45,  Matthew 1 1 :25-30,  Matthew 2: 19-23

10.23.22  | Dreams Lost 
Genesis  37 : 1- 1 1 ,  Genesis  37 : 19-36,  Psalm 126

10.30.22  | Dreams of Hope 
Isaiah 65: 17-25,  Revelation 21 : 1 -7,  Psalm 126

In this series, The Beauty of Dreams, we will explore the impor-

tance of dreaming, dreams lost, and the hope we have in be-

lieving in dreams. Our scripture texts will give us examples of 

each of these experiences and more. Hopefully, we will be in-

spired to dream together of what our faith community could 

be in downtown Birmingham, Alabama in 2022 and beyond. What 

would it mean for us to be able to live into our dreams?⁣

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFORMATION

https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/the-beauty-of-dreams/


CLICK HERE TO READ MORE.

SO FAR PLEDGES HAVE BEEN MADE133
THANK YOU FIRST CHURCH!

$ 710,684FOR A TOTAL OF 

BIBLE STUDY CLASS
On Sunday, October 9, the Sunday Morning Bible Study Class will start a new series on 
John Wesley and Methodism. Rev. Stewart Jackson will lead us through an overview of 
Methodist history, John Wesley, and the contribution of Methodism to Christian beliefs. 
Questions about the origins, history, and current state of the people called Methodists 
will be addressed as well as time to gather our questions on the church and it’s response 
to the anxiety of our age. No former experience with Methodism is required! 

The Sunday Morning Bible Study Class meets every Sunday at 9:30am in the Library 
Room in the Education Building and all are welcome!! Please contact Stephen Smith at 
stephenbsmith@gmail.com for more information.

FOR OUR CONTINUED IMPACT

https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/?page_id=7357&preview=true


SUNDAY, OCTOBER 16 | 4:00PM IN THE LOFT

Come join us for a time of training and reflection around privilege and race with T. Marie King. T.Marie 
is a trained Truth, Racial Healing and Transformation facilitator through the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, 
a trained Empathetic Facilitator through Create Forward and a faculty member with the Satyagraha 
Institute. She holds a B.A. in Urban and Global Economic Development, a M.A. in Leadership and Divinity.

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 23  AT  4 :00PM IN  THE  SANCTUARY SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 23  AT  4 :00PM IN  THE  SANCTUARY 

Since its beginning, First Church has been on the cutting edge of organs in the city of Birmingham. 
Our beautiful Casavant Pipe Organ has a rich history of previous organs being reworked and rebuilt 
to create the instrument in use today. As part of our 150th anniversary year, we will celebrate the 
organ and its important place in worship at First Church with an organ concert on Sunday afternoon, 
October 23 at 4:00pm in the sanctuary. The program will feature former First Church musicians Jim 
Cook and Mark Hayes along with Richard Byrd. 

ORGAN CONCERT



COST FOR THE RETREAT IS $180$180 FOR INDIVIDUALSINDIVIDUALS,  

$300$300 FOR COUPLESCOUPLES, AND $350$350 FOR FAMILIESFAMILIES. 

FAMILIES IN NEED OF AN EXTRA ROOM CAN RESERVE ONE FOR AN ADDITIONAL $100$100.

You can click HERE to register today.

Join us February 10-12, 2023February 10-12, 2023 at the beautiful Camp McDowell Camp McDowell for our 

church-wide retreat. Our theme this year is "Cultivate: Searching for 

Wisdom, Connection, and Peace.” Each of our four sessions will be 

structured around Angeles Arrien's book The Four-Fold Way to help us 

move through a process of discernment. During our time together we 

will work to clarify our values, deepen our relationships with one an-

other and the Divine, and seek wisdom for our future together. 

While we value the opportunity to learn together, our church-wide re-

treat is also filled with opportunities for fun and connection. Saturday 

afternoon will offer time for rest, play, and building community.

C H U R C H W I D E  R E T R E A T
F e b r u a r y  1 0 - 1 2 ,  2 0 2 3  a t  C a m p  M c D o w e l l 

https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/e95ad316-4f71-4056-a422-3aed67599630


................................................................................

................................................................................

................................................................................

Click HERE to read the full story.

Twenty years ago, on World Communion 
Sunday, 2002, New Feast was launched 
as a praise and worship service at First 
Church. The idea was to offer a contempo-
rary worship service for four consecutive 
Sundays and see if anyone showed up. The 
first service was at 9:00am in the newly 
remodeled multi-purpose room, now The 
Loft space.

So just how did an historic downtown 
church with deeply rooted traditions come 
to start a contemporary worship service? 

New Feast,  
New Worship Experience 

B Y  R E N E E  B R O W N  H A R M O N
With many thanks to Bobby and Susan Riggs, Hal and Anne Cain, Bill and Hanna Schock,  

and Melissa and Bentley Patrick for reminiscing and sharing your memories.

https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/New-Feast.pdf


10.2 | Sunday School Atrium
9:45am | Alabama Theater Room 

All ages (2K-5th Grade) are invited to a multi-sensory exploration on World Communion.

10.15 | fAMILY HIKE
10:00am | RED MOUNTAIN PARK 

Meet at the entrance of the park, pack a picnic, and bring water and a friend!

10.2 | CITY KIDS SING IN WORSHIP
11:00am | THE LOFT

YOUTH M I N I S T R Y 
A T  F I R S T  C H U R C H

Wednesday Night Youth Hangout Wednesday Night Youth Hangout 
Join us at  Vestavia City CenterVestavia City Center  from  6:00pm - 7:30pm6:00pm - 7:30pm  on  Wednesday eveningsWednesday evenings  
You are welcome to grab dinner and meet us in the green space for a brief lesson. You are welcome to grab dinner and meet us in the green space for a brief lesson. 

Birmingham Legion Game Birmingham Legion Game 
Sunday October 9Sunday October 9  at  3:30pm3:30pm  | | Protective StadiumProtective Stadium  

Students meet at main entrance ( tickets are free ) | Sign up by 9/21Students meet at main entrance ( tickets are free ) | Sign up by 9/21

Hocus Pocus 2 ViewingHocus Pocus 2 Viewing  &&  Costume PartyCostume Party  
Sunday October 23Sunday October 23  from  4:00pm - 7:00pm4:00pm - 7:00pm  | | in the youth roomin the youth room  

Pizza & Popcorn Provided | Prize goes to the best Halloween CostumePizza & Popcorn Provided | Prize goes to the best Halloween Costume

sunday school topic - sunday school topic - spiritual habitsspiritual habits



This year we are partnering with  
Community on the Rise  

to ensure the best kind of Christmas gift  
we can give - one that is transformational - 

a home and a salary!

Click HERE to learn more  
about Project 12.25 in 2023. 

On Sunday, November 6 we will be celebrating All Saints both virtual and in-person worship ser-
vices. In each worship experience we will call the names of those who have died in the last 12 months 
as we celebrate their continual love and presence in our lives. While we will call the names of all 
church members who have passed, we also invite you to share others who you love and would like 
to have included in the service. If you have a loved one who passed away in the last 12 months, 
we invite you to send in their name and a picture to be included in this year’s celebration of all our 
beloved saints. Please send names and pictures to Peg Thompson at Peg@firstchurchbhm.com by 
Tuesday, October 25.

S U N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  6  A T  1 1 : 0 0 A M
I N  T H E  L O F T  A N D  S A N C T U A R Y  S E R V I C E S

Every year we gather to celebrate all that we have ac-
complished, nominate and approve new lay leader-
ship, and ratify parts of our operating budget. This year 
we will also clean our membership roles. (The list of 
names to be removed will be public for the first three 
Sundsays in October at the Welcome Center and out-
side our worship spaces) On Sunday, November 13 our 
District Superintendent, Rick Owen, will join us as we will 
hold our annual Charge Conference in the Sanctuary 
following worship. As we did last year we will offer a 
"State of Church Address." All are welcome to attend.

https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/project-1225/


THE MUSIC FUND
In Memory of Katherine Bland 

From Larry Ward

In Memory of Cheney Lawler 
From Malinda Hayes

From Larry Ward 

In Honor of Patrick Evans and our Choir 
From Andy Wallace

In Memory of Ann Jackson
From Malinda Hayes

From Larry Ward 

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY
In Memory of Alan Carden

From the Ecclesia-Wingard Class

YOUTH MINISTRY
In Memory of Cheney Lawler

From David and Terri Glasgow 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER
In Memory of Ann Jackson

From David and Terri Glasgow 

THE MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of Cheney Lawler 

From Brian and Angel Garrett 
From Lyn Grant 

From Pam Crider
From Judee and Scott Evans

From Peggy West

In Memory of Sarah Jolly  
From Peggy West

In Memory of Ray Grant
From Pam Crider

In Memory of Ann Jackson   
From Jean Malone

From Marsha Robins
From Neal and Anne Berte

From George and Betty Likis 
From John Reamey 

From Cliff Saxon 
From Fletcher and Betty Thorington 

From Melissa Vinson
From Robert and Deborah Burr

From Peggy West 
From the Ecclesia-Wingard Class

From David and Terri Glasgow 
From Julius Linn 

From Betty Matthews
From Lyn Cordell Grant(Ray), 

Scott, Judee, Marilyn, and Williams Evans, 
Janis Clayton Cordell (Bob), 

Tom and Sherry Cordell, and Sue Cordell

In Memory of Katherine Bland 
From Karla Hudson 
From Andy Wallace 
From Alan Speaker 
From Timothy Espar 

From Alan Zeigler
From Allison Boone
From Theresa Minor
From John Schmidt

In Memory of Alan Carden   
From PJ Hester

In Memory of Denny Wood
From the Ecclesia-Wingard Class

GIFTS RECEIVED BY THE CHURCH



SUNDAY
9:00am:  Virtual Live Stream Service

9:45am: Sunday School
11:00am:  Loft & Sanctuary In Person Worship

TUESDAY
7:00pm:  Converge Young Adults

WEDNESDAY
6:00pm:  Student Ministry 

6:30pm:  Chancel Choir

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar. 

OUR CALENDAR

 AN OPEN PLACE FOR ALL
AS WE SEEK TO BE

M Y  P R A Y E R  F O R  F I R S T  C H U R C H  I S : 

That First Church would continue to be a place full of love and grace for all.  
That we would continue to celebrate and lean into the beauty of diversity. 

- Amber Gaddis and Robyn Whaley 

We pray for the end of divisiveness and inequality so that our children and  
every other child can grow up in a world that is safe, open, and loving for all. 

- Nick and Lauren Theodore 

To help the congregation and the city of Birmingham grow closer to God.
- Matt Sheffield 

https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/


518 North 19th Street • Birmingham AL 35203
205-254-3186 • www.firstchurchbhm.com

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186  OR BY EMAIL

Senior Pastor: Stephanie York Arnold

Pastor: Jonathan Goss

Executive Pastor: Katie Gilbert 

Minister of Children: Cristin Dedmon 

Minister of Community Engagement: Katherine Mullen

Interim Minister of Youth: Ashley Hess 

Organist: Richard Byrd

Design: Blake Hobbs

Minister of Music: Patrick Evans 

Office Administrator: Peg Thompson 

Business Administrator: Steve Pitts

Maintenance Supervisor: Ron Dates

Wedding Director: Betsy Pate 

Executive Director of Early Learning Center: Cassandra Copeland

Stephanie@firstchurchbhm.com

Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com

Katie@firstchurchbhm.com 

Cristin@firstchurchbhm.com

Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com 

Youth@firstchurchbhm.com

Richard@firstchurchbhm.com

Blake@firstchurchbhm.com 

Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com 

Peg@firstchurchbhm.com 

Steve@firstchurchbhm.com

Ron@firstchurchbhm.com

Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com

ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
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