


As we prepare for a brand new school year, we 
are excited to invite everyone to bounce back to 
church with our Bounce Back Bash! Join your 
church friends and family for an evening of FUN. 
We’ll have tons of inflatables, dinner, and treats.

Sunday, August 13 Sunday, August 13 
4:00-6:00pm | in the parking lot 4:00-6:00pm | in the parking lot 

Join us for worship on SUNDAY, AUGUST 13 in either 
the Loft or the Sanctuary to experience a time of prayer 
and blessing in preparation for the new school year. 
All those headed back to school (students, teachers, 
school personnel, and others) are invited to bring their 
backpacks, badges, or lunchboxes to place along the 
altar for a time of blessing. 

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS

Also, in worship on Sunday, August 13 in both the Loft and 
the Sanctuary, we will present Bibles to our rising 3rd grad-
ers (in addition to our newer friends in 4th and 5th grade) 
as we celebrate this milestone in their growth. Send Cristin 
Dedmon an email at Cristin@firstchurchbhm.com if your 
student has not yet received a Bible from First Church and 
they are in one of these upper elementary grades.

3RD GRADE
BIBLE
PRESENTATION



ALL IN

8.13 | ANSWERING THE CALL  
MATTHEW 4:18-22,  LUKE 9:57-62,  ROMANS 12:1-5

8.20 | USING YOUR TALENTS  
MATTHEW 25:14-30,  ROMANS 12:6-13,  1 PETER 4:7-11

8.27 | MAKING THE COMMITMENT  
MARK 6:7-13,  LUKE 9:1-2,  ROMANS 12:14-21

F U L LY  E N G A G E D  D I S C I P L E S 

Jesus made clear that discipleship would cost his followers many 

things — their time, resources, reputations, and, quite possibly, 

their very lives. What is the cost of being ALL IN as a disciple today? 

What does it mean to grow in our discipleship and why is that so vi-

tally important to First Church and the Beloved Community? In this 

series we will explore what true discipleship means and challenge 

every person in our congregation to a greater commitment to their 

faith through a greater engagement with the mission and ministry 

of First Church.



As we move into another round of small groups, we invite you to find a group 
that fits your interests. Click HERE to read more detailed information 

about our offerings this Fall as well as to register to participate. 

Wednesday Night Dinners are BACK! In January of this year, we started 
Wednesday Night Dinners, followed by programming, and they were a huge success. 
This Fall, dinner will begin at 5:00pm with programming to follow at 6:00pm. Our 
first dinner on August 16 will be free of charge! But we still need a headcount for 
meals, so you’re invited to click HERE to register for dinner that night. You can find 
the menu for the rest of the Fall and register for more dinners HERE. 

................................................................

................................................................

https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Wednesday-Night-Program-Options-August-2023.pdf
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/853ed237-0367-42f7-a66f-dff599e5f6b8
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/3a961809-a661-49c2-8ec8-c6fd66a5739f


F I L M  F E S T I V A L

t w e n t y - t w e n t y  T H R E E

Join us for a night of Bingo at Birmingham AIDS Outreach on August 7! The 

doors open at 6:00pm and the game will last from 7:00pm-9:00pm. Seats are 

limited and everyone is welcome to come and fellowship together - for 

those who want to play, it costs $25 at the door. First Church will be spon-

soring a couple of games and our small group, Open Table, will be sponsoring 

a game as well. Click HERE to register and HERE to learn more about BAO.

The Sidewalk Film Festival will be August 26-27 and volunteer shifts are one hour and a 

half in length. Click HERE to sign up for a shift as we share our First Church hospitality with 

all who come through our doors. For more information contact Katie@firstchurchbhm.com. 

Each year First Church partners with 

Sidewalk Film Festival to screen mov-

ies in our Loft worship space. This is an 

opportunity to share our love and hos-

pitality with thousands of people who 

come to the Festival over the course 

of the weekend. One of the ways we do 

this is by providing concessions for 

purchase (just like visiting any of the 

other venues who host around town!). 

https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/b7b09ff9-3978-4b45-a303-0794c668726a
https://www.birminghamaidsoutreach.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ea5ac22a1fc1-sidewalk1#/


I write you on behalf of the Panama Learn & Serve Team to say, "Thank you!" We give thanks to each 
of you for your support through prayers and your generous donations for the Panama Learn & Serve 
Team. This year the team raised over $15,000.00 to go towards our trip, construction cost, and pay-
ing local staffers while in the country. Your generosity helped build the thirty-third home of its kind 
in Cieneguita. Teams like ours have partnered over the years with United Methodist Missionary, Rhett 
Thompson to work in this community of the indigenous Ngäbe tribe of Panama. This kind of work 
holds a special place in our faith community as we were one of the churches to help fund and work 
on the first home built in Cieneguita. 

We could not have done this trip without you all. We are eternally grateful to each and every one who 
helped make this trip possible. On Sunday, August 13 at 9:45am, you are invited to attend our Learn 
& Serve Team presentation in the Loft as we share stories and lessons learned while in Panama. It will 
be a wonderful day of celebration and remembering. Coffee and snacks will be provided. We hope to 
see you there. 

- Jonathan Goss and The Learn & Serve Team

INVITATIONTHANK YOU &



During July, Executive Council held our final Listening Session. Following that church-wide 
time of discussion, they spent time prayerfully considering all they had learned this year 

and reached a unanimous decision to remain United Methodist. We plan to continue to 
work together in the United Methodist Church for full inclusion of ALL people. 

Click HEREHERE to hear messages from Executive Council Chairperson,  
Jennifer Waters and Senior Pastor, Stephanie York Arnold.  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Save the date for our church-wide retreat  
February 9-11. This year’s theme is  

PARADOX: WHEN LOSS IS GAIN.  
There will be activities for children, youth,  

and adults . . . including Karaoke!  
Go ahead and mark your calendars now.

CHURCH-WIDE RETREAT
T W E N T Y  T W E N T Y  F O U R

https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/unanimous-decision/


THE FIRST CHURCH CHOIR RESUMES REHEARSALS ON THE FIRST CHURCH CHOIR RESUMES REHEARSALS ON 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16, WITH A SATURDAY MORNING WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16, WITH A SATURDAY MORNING 
RETREAT ON AUGUST 26. NOW IS THE CHANCE FOR YOU RETREAT ON AUGUST 26. NOW IS THE CHANCE FOR YOU 
TO SAY "YES" TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO MAY HAVE BEEN TO SAY "YES" TO THE HOLY SPIRIT, WHO MAY HAVE BEEN 
PRODDING YOU TO JOIN FOR AWHILE. WE SING A WIDE PRODDING YOU TO JOIN FOR AWHILE. WE SING A WIDE 
RANGE OF MUSIC, AND WHILE WE HAVE MANY VERY RANGE OF MUSIC, AND WHILE WE HAVE MANY VERY 
STRONG SINGERS WHO READ MUSIC WELL, THE CHOIR STRONG SINGERS WHO READ MUSIC WELL, THE CHOIR 
IS OPEN TO INTERESTED SINGERS OF ALL RANGES OF IS OPEN TO INTERESTED SINGERS OF ALL RANGES OF 
EXPERIENCE. YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME REHEARSE EXPERIENCE. YOU ARE WELCOME TO COME REHEARSE 
WITH US AND SEE IF IT MIGHT BE THE RIGHT SMALL WITH US AND SEE IF IT MIGHT BE THE RIGHT SMALL 
GROUP FOR YOU.GROUP FOR YOU.

IF YOU HAVE INTEREST OR QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT  IF YOU HAVE INTEREST OR QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONTACT  
MINISTER OF MUSIC PATRICK EVANS  MINISTER OF MUSIC PATRICK EVANS  

AT PATRICK@FIRSTCHURCHBHM.COMAT PATRICK@FIRSTCHURCHBHM.COM

CHOIRCHOIRCHOIR
F I R S T  C H U R C HF I R S T  C H U R C H

I N V I T A T I O NI N V I T A T I O N



MOMS’ NIGHT OUT 
AUGUST 24 | 7:00PM AT SOHO SOCIAL  

(IN HOMEWOOD)

Moms and Mom-Figures are invited to a  
kid-free night to enjoy dinner and friends.

This August we’ll focus on the Sweet and Spicy Proverbs 
for our Kindergarten – 5th grade friends. While exploring 

these texts, we’ll practice our cooking skills.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING 
6:00PM - 7:15PM | CITY KIDS WING 



Rising 6th graders through 12th graders are invited  
to a HUGE nerf battle on Wednesday, August 2. 

The event will kick off at 5:30pm in the Large Dining 
Room at the church. Students are encouraged to bring 
a friend for the opportunity to win a $50 Amazon gift 

card. Dinner and dessert will be provided. 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2 AT 5:30PMWEDNESDAY, AUGUST 2 AT 5:30PM

To reserve your spot email Ashley Hess at 
Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com



WEDNESDAYS
5:00pm: Dinner

5:30pm: Nursery Open
6:00pm: Small Group Programming

6:30pm: Choir

SUNDAYS
9:00am:  Virtual Live Stream Service 

9:45am: Sunday School 
11:00am:  Loft & Sanctuary In Person Worship

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar. 

OUR  CALENDAR

YOUTH M I N I S T R Y 
A T  F I R S T  C H U R C H

..................................................................................

Students make plans to join us  Students make plans to join us  
for a fun hour of Sunday School on August 6th  for a fun hour of Sunday School on August 6th  

as we start a new Series “Going Places.”as we start a new Series “Going Places.”

https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/
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