


IN THE LOFT AND SANCTUARY SERVICES

Sunday,

November 3


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Justice-Mercy-Resource-Sheet.pdf

“Wintering is a season in the cold. It is a fallow period in life when you're cut off
from the world, feeling rejected, sidelined, blocked from progress, or cast into the
role of an outsider. However it arrives, wintering is usually involuntary, lonely, and
deeply painful. Yet it’s also inevitable. We like to imagine that it's possible for life to
be one eternal summer and that we have uniquely failed to achieve that for ourselves...

but life’s not like that.” - from Wintering: The Power of Rest and Retreat in Difficult Times - Katherine May



SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17

We are continuing Wednesday Night Dinners through December 4. We will not meet for dinner
or programming on Wednesday, November 27 as we hreak for Thanksgiving. As a reminder,
dinner begins at 5:15pm with adult programming to follow at 6:15pm. The nursery opens at
9:30pm and children’s programming begins at 6:00pm. You can find the menu for the rest of
the fall and register for dinners HERE.

As we move into another round of small groups, we invite you to find a group that fits your
interests. Click HERE to read more detailed information about our offerings this fall as well
as to register to participate.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/a0fe8769-31f6-4322-bf65-7012b9703c59
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/Wednesday-Night-Program-Options-Fall-2024.pdf
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On FEBRUARY 14 - 16, we will tackle
an these difficult questions and more

H 1
W at our church-wide retreat.

In addition to studying and learning together, our churchwide retreat will offer the oppor-
tunity for us to build connection through rest, play, meditation, singing, and sharing. There
will be nursery care provided along with CityKids and youth programming. Click HERE to
read more about this year’s theme as well as details about pricing and registration.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER TODAY.

JUNE 28 - JULY 6


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/this-i-believe/
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/cf7779c3-34ae-4851-a080-6bd5bc2e137a
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/panama-2025/
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/58df5403-a43e-4755-8873-5f5f55c1913a




All ages are invited to a church-wide Advent wreath-making and crafty Christ-
mas party during our regular Wednesday Night Dinner and Programming time
on Wednesday, December 4. What's better than a night of Christmas crafts with
friends?! Following dinner, we'll be guided in creating an Advent wreath which
can be taken home to use for the season. We'll also decorate ornaments and cook:-
iestofurther thejollyjoy! Adults are invited toregister HERE for the event-there
isa$30 fee (per family) that covers the wreath and craft supplies. Please note that
dinner reservations will still be made through our regular weekly link HERE. We
hope you will make plans to attend!


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/d9f1020f-0069-4df8-84bd-cdf629ceeb8e
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/a0fe8769-31f6-4322-bf65-7012b9703c59

As the holiday season approaches, our hearts
are filled with the spirit of giving and there is no
better way to embrace this spirit than by sup-
porting Project 12/25. This year we will come
alongside two of our partner ministries as they
provide resources to our wider community.

Read more below about the specific ways you
can participate in Project 12/25 this year. In ad-
dition, you are also welcome to make a financial
contribution which will be used to help our part-
ner agencies in their work during this Christ-
mas season. Your gift can be made through the
link below or by selecting “Project 12/25" in the
dropdown menu online.

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILER

This year you have the option to share funds with Church of the Reconciler to hand out bus pass-
es to those in need of assistance with transportation. The cost for a bus pass for one week is $32.
Click HERE to make your gift now.

GREATER BIRMINGHAM MINISTRIES

You will also have the option to partner with Greater Birmingham Ministries as they seek to
make a memorable Christmas for families in our area. To purchase a gift for GBM’s Christmas
store we invite you to:

PULL A TAG OFF the Christmas Tree in the Welcome Center
or click HERE to see a list of suggested items.

PURCHASE A GIFT from the list's suggestions to be included in GBM's distribution.

BRING YOUR GIFTS unwrapped to the church on or before Sunday, December 8.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/43af0c1a-3a87-46dd-ae9a-8d8f44aa6dda
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/Christmas-Items-List-2024.pdf

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 26, AFTER WORSHIP

Join your church family after worship to help decorate our church for Ad-
vent. You are welcome to bring a lunch from home if you choose and then
help us get to work adorning our church for Advent. The Sanctuary, Loft,
and Welcome Center will have trees, bows, garland, and wreaths to be hung.
With many hands this work is easier, more fun, and finished before 2:30pm.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/6c5008bd-9150-41da-81f4-9aed2e253421
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Thank you for Digging Deeper as we grow and extend our
roots of generosity. So far, 181 pledges have been made for a
total of $966,563. We are grateful for these gifts but we still
have ground to cover to meet our growing budget. If you have
not yet made your pledge click the button below.

MAKE YOUR 2025 PLEDGE

THE EARLY LEARNING CENTER
is hosting a pie fundraiser to raise
money to purchase a new bus. Pies
are $30 each and will be handmade
by Ms. Sylvia who regularly cooks
out of the First Church kitchen. All
orders must be placed by Novem-
ber 15 and picked up from the Small
Dining Room on either Monday,
November 25 (4:00pm - 6:00pm) or
Tuesday, November 26 (4:00pm -

THE OPTIONS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

APPLE PIE - CHOCOLATE CHESS PIE - PUMPKIN PIE
PECAN PIE - SWEET POTATO PIE

To order your pie(s), please email elc@firstchurchbhm.com with your name
and the type and number of pie(s) you would like to order. Payment can be
made by cash or check (please make it out to the ELC directly and list “pie” in
the memo line) and placed in the offering on Sundays.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/d35d31ed-4d75-4adc-bd3a-4fd21e03e482
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/d35d31ed-4d75-4adc-bd3a-4fd21e03e482

WWW.URBANMINISTRY.ORG


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/5125afac-946e-45da-9116-b06c9a5cd821
http://www.urbanministry.org

THANKSGIVING PARTY

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20 FROM 6:00PM -7:15PM
INTHE EDUCATIONBUILDING

Join us for a Thanksgiving celebration filled with delicious desserts,
fun games, and creative crafts! It's a wonderful opportunity to gather,
give thanks, and enjoy a festive evening together.

GLOW VILD AT BIRMINGHAM 100

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7

We'll meet at the zoo to marvel at the beautiful holiday lights. This family outing
promises fun for everyone, so don’'t miss out on this enchanting adventure!

PARENTS NIGHT OUT

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 FROM 4:00PM - 9:00PM AT FIRST CHURCH
COST IS $25 PER CHILD, REGISTER HERE

While you take a well-deserved break, your little ones will be engaged in a safe
and exciting environment to enjoy dinner, crafts, entertainment, and a movie.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/9d35ed6f-6df8-4ad2-9d9a-5a4aa88e311a

UPDATES

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23 AT 4:00PM AT THE VESTAVIA AMC
HERE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, MEET IN CHURCH PARKING LOT AT 10:00AM
HERE

APRIL 4-6 AT CAMP CHANDLER
HERE


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/f55b2d94-3acd-48d2-b305-2fc8b5d84023
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/15171e7c-f58f-4873-8eb3-2aee96fabc63
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/e6392374-4f7b-4330-a07e-d589be71f8c0

GIFTS RECEIVED

BY THE CHURCH

TO THE MEMORIAL FUND

IN MEMORY OF CHRYSLER FISHER
FROM JOHN AND BETTY MCMAHON
FROM LYN GRANT

IN MEMORY OF EMILY KEITH
FROM JOHN AND BETTY MCMAHON
FROM LYN GRANT

IN MEMORY OF LARRY VINES
FROM SUSAN VINES

IN MEMORY OF DR. JOON MCCREADIE
FROM SOPHIE GRIFFIES

TO THE LIVING CHURCH FUND

IN HONOR OF LARRY AND CAROL YORK

FROM SHERYL THORNTON

IN HONOR OF CAROL YORK

FROM THE SUSANNAH WESLEY CIRCLE IN PRATTVILLE

TO THE CHOIR FUND

IN HONOR OF JENNIFER WATERS
FROM LARRY AND JULIE CAINE

IN MEMORY OF EMILY KEITH
FROM BETTY GUNN
FROM DAVID AND TERRI GLASGOW



UPDATE YOUR

CONTACT
INFORMATION

We know a lot can change over time. If you or your family have made
any changes to your contact information in the past year, please take a
moment to let us know. You may do so by contacting our Office Admin-
istrator Peg Thompson at Peg@firstchurchbhm.com.

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186 OR BY EMAIL

Senior Pastor: Stephanie York Arnold..............ccoovviiuiviviiiiieeicieiceeeeeceee e Stephanie@firstchurchbhm.com
Pastor: JONathan GOSS ...t Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Pastor: Katie Gilbert ............ccocooviiiiiiiiiiiee e Katie@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Community Engagement: Katherine Mullen .............cccccoooeveiririiircnririnne. Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Families & Youth: Ashley Hess.............ccccooouoiiiriiieiicicceccec e Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com
Organist: Richard Byrd ............ccooviiiiiiiiccc s Richard@firstchurchbhm.com
Design: Blake HODDS .........c.cocouoiiiiiiiciicicc s Blake@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Music: Patrick EVANS ...........ccccooviiiiiiieiiccccee e Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com
Office Administrator: Peg ThOMPSON .........c.cooiueviiriiiiieiieieeeeceeee e Peg@firstchurchbhm.com
Business Administrator: Steve PItts............ccccoieuoieuoiiieiieiieceeeeeeeeeee s Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
Maintenance Supervisor: RON Dates ............ccccceiiiiiiiiiicieeeeeeeeeeee e Ron@firstchurchbhm.com
Wedding Director: BetSy Pate ............cccouiueiiiiiiiieiieeeie e Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Director of Early Learning Center: Cassandra Copeland ..............cccccovovuvirrennnens ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
Nursery Coordinator: Andrea Hayes ..............ccocovveiiuriicioiiieieeieeeeeee s Andrea@firstchurchbhm.com

first

BIRMINGHAM

an OPEN place for ALL to WORSHIP,GROW, and SERVE

518 North 19th Street « Birmingham AL 35203
205-254-3186 « www.firstchurchbhm.com



