


In this series we will follow the Narrative Lectionary which uses the Gospel of Luke
to guide us through the Lenten season. We will journey through familiar stories like
the Good Samaritan, Mary and Martha, the Lost Sheep, Zacchaeus, and more, con-
sidering how Jesus’ ministry was rooted in relationships that disrupted the estab-
lished social, political, and religious divides of his time. Jesus intentionally high-
lighted the cultural and political polarities of his time to emphasize the radical,
inclusive, and surprising love of God. And when we study these stories in their con-
text, we see how they mirror many of the divides we still experience today.

This series is an invitation to navigate the polarities in our lives with more faith, in-
tention, and openness to be transformed. We invite you to look beyond black and
white binaries and easy answers. We encourage you to notice the dichotomies that
define ovur lives, but also to imagine where God might be meeting us beyond the
categories we create. This series is for all those who are living in a divided world
but seeking more peace. It is for all those who are seeking a spiritual life that en-
gages with complexity instead of avoiding it. And so, this Lent, we’re trusting that
God shows up in shades of gray, rainbow hues, and everywhere in between.

MARCH 9 Stranger & Neighbor APRIL 6 Righteousness & Mercy
LUKE 10:25-37 LUKE 19:1-10
MARCH 16 Faith & Works APRIL 13 Shouting & Silence
LUKE 10:38-42 LUKE 19:29-40
MARCH 23 Rest & Growth * APRIL 20 Grief & Hope
LUKE 13:6-9 LUKE 24:1-12

MARCH 30 Lost and Found
LUKE 15:1-7

* Please note that on this Sunday in the Sanctuary
Patrick Evans, Richard Byrd, and the Choir will lead a Lenten Hymn Festival.



WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5
12:00PM IN THE CHAPEL + 6:15PM IN THE SANCTUARY

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the Lenten sea-
son. It is a time of worship marked by remembering
our humanity and mortality. We recognize it is God’s
love that invites us into repentance and reconcilia-
tion. In worship we will receive ashes on our hands
or foreheads in an act of repentance and a sign
of penitence. Join us for one of our Ash Wednes-
day Services either at 12:00pm in the Chapel or at
6:15pm in the Sanctuary. If you plan to join us for
the evening service, you are invited to join us for
Wednesday night dinner starting at 5:15pm.

CLICK HERE TO MAKE YOUR DINNER RESERVATION.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/67c3562b-3076-40b1-94c9-980e653a0e3a

HOLY WEEK

PALM SUNDAY

MAUNDY THURSDAY

GOOD FRIDAY

EASTER SUNDAY



http://online.flippingbook.com/view/676218946/



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/67c3562b-3076-40b1-94c9-980e653a0e3a
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/Wednesday-Night-Program-Options-Spring-2025.pdf




JUNE 2 - JUNE 5 | 9:00AM - 4:00PM EACH DAY

We are once again partnering with Fresh Air Family’s Gross Out Camp for four days
of outdoor fun. The camp will take place in Trussville at Holy Cross Episcopal Church
(right beside the Cahaba River!) and will focus on exploring God’s creation in the woods,
creeks, and fields. Fresh Air Family’s Director and Lead Instructor will be helping to lead
our camp.

The cost for the week is $125 per camper which includes all materials and snacks. Reg-
istration is now open and we have limited capacity. Priority will be given to First Church
members and regular visitors. Click HERE to sign up now.

Bring your little ones for a morning of
bouncing, playing, and lunch while par-
ents have the opportunity to connect with
other parents. The cost is $5 for each per-
son attending (and includes lunch). Click
HERE toregister your family’s attendance.
Be sure to register anyone who will be eat-
ing, including parents and siblings.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/73d3b33c-c17a-4223-8fac-41e09fb2b82f
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/497a3c2e-5e2d-4a9d-b961-c19b3f06c4d9

SAVE THE DATES

CAMP CONNECT SPRING RETREAT

MARCH 14-15 | FOR 4TH-6TH GRADERS | COST: $85

This retreat is a fantastic chance for your child to get a taste of summer camp. It’s a week-
end of fun, fellowship, and spiritual growth. Plus, it will help your child decide if they’d like
to attend the week-long summer camp at Camp Sumatanga! Click HERE to register.

EASTER EGG HUNT

APRIL 12TH | ALL AGES WELCOME

Join us for our annual Easter Egg Hunt! It’s always a joyful and exciting event that’s fun for
the whole family.

OVERNIGHT CAMP AT CAMP SUMATANGA

JUNE 8-13 | COMPLETED 3RD GRADE - 5TH GRADES | COST: $450

Join with kids from Canterbury UMC and Grace UMC as Ashley Hess helps to lead an un-
forgettable week of camp for kids who have completed 3rd-5th grade. It’s going to be an
amazing experience full of adventure and spiritual growth!

ARTS CAMP

JULY 14-17 | COMPLETED 4K - 5TH GRADE | COST: $40

We are excited to offer Arts Camp for kids who have completed 4K-5th grade! This will be
a week full of creative activities, including crafts, music, science, and recreation that will
allow your child to express themselves and explore their creativity.

CAMP CONNECT SERVE WEEK

JULY 21-24 | FOR 4TH - 6TH GRADERS

This will be a week of service where our kids will have the opportunity to make a real differ-
ence in our community. I’'m excited to see how they’ll step up and serve others.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/648eceff-bb04-4ced-853e-9cb39605b8f5

UPDATES

SUNDAY, MARCH 9 AFTER WORSHIP

ERE

FRIDAY, APRIL 4 — SUNDAY, APRIL 6

HERE
DATES YOUTH
SUNDAY, MAY 4 JUNE 22 - JUNE 28
SUNDAY, MAY 18 THURSDAY, JULY 10

THURSDAY, MAY 29 FRIDAY, AUGUST 1


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/f55b2d94-3acd-48d2-b305-2fc8b5d84023
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/ebabbe59-9695-457d-be4e-5df4b082da8f

THE JUSTICE & MERCY LAY LEADERSHIP TEAM

met in early February to discuss the initiatives of 2024 as well as our
hopes and plans for 2025. A summary of that meeting will be shared
with the Executive Council at their March meeting. As a reminder,
you can click HERE to find a list of our ministry partners as well as
the lay contacts for each. Feel free to contact them if you have par-
ticular interest in or questions about a partner.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Justice-Mercy-Resource-Sheet.pdf



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050944ACA629A0F85-50284296-mcac#/
https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/register/?id=701Pj00000QRoOOIA1
https://38223.people.myamplify.io/external/form/d6e43d00-8b4f-4654-af2b-fc2b67d62c37
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Immigrant-Justice.pdf

The Journey, a First Church retreat for men (or any who identify as masculine), will
take place at Camp McDowell (105 Delong Road, Nauvoo, AL 35578) on April 25-
27, 2025. Gather with friends, some you haven't even met yet, as we study Jesus’
celebrations of joy! Check-in will open on Friday, April 25, at 5:30pm and dinner is
from 6:30-7:30pm. The weekend will end on Sunday morning at 1:00am. The cost
of the retreat is $229 per person (double occupancy) with all meals included. If
you have dietary restrictions or roommmate preferences please note them on the
form. Deadline to register is Monday, April 14.

Click HERE to learn more and register now.



https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/the-journey/




AS WE SEEK TO BE

N OPEN PLACErALL

MY PRAYER FOR FIRST CHURCH 1IS:

continued growth in understanding those who differ from us
in our beliefs and reach out to them with love and kindness.
Also to share our love of Christ.

- Martin Kircus

to find acceptance and understanding.

- Dennis Hollingsworth

GIFTS RECEIVED

BY THE CHURCH

MUSIC FUND
IN MEMORY OF MURIEL THOMPSON MEMORIAL FUND
FROM LYN GRANT
IN MEMORY OF MURIEL THOMPSON
IN MEMORY OF BETTY THORINGTON FROM KEVIN AND JANET VOORHEES
FROM LARRY WARD
FROM LYN GRANT IN MEMORY OF BETTY THORINGTON

FROM BETTY AND JOHN MCMAHON

IN MEMORY OF PAM JOHNS
FROM LYN GRANT



UPDATE YOUR

CONTACT
INFORMATION

We know a lot can change over time. If you or your family have made
any changes to your contact information in the past year, please take
a moment to let us know. You may do so by contacting our Office
Administrator Peg Thompson at Peg@firstchurchbhm.com.

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186 OR BY EMAIL

Pastor: JONathan GOSS ..ot Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Pastor: Katie Gilbert ...........c.ccoouiiiiiiiiiiiiiciceeccceeeeieicis Katie@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Community Engagement: Katherine Mullen .............ccccccooeveiririiicrcnininne. Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Families & Youth: Ashley Hess............cccooiiiiiiininiiiiicececeee Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com
Organist: Richard Byrd ............ccooiiiiiiiiicecc s Richard@firstchurchbhm.com
Design: Blake HODDS .........c.cocouoiiiiiiiciiccccce s Blake@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Music: Patrick EVans ............cooouoiiiiiiiiiiieee e Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com
Office Administrator: Peg ThOMPSON ...........coiuiiieeiieiieiieieceeeeeeesee s Peg@firstchurchbhm.com
Business Administrator: Steve PItts............cccoieioiiioiiieiieieecceeesee s Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
Maintenance Supervisor: Coty Smith...........cooioioiieiiiiiiece s Coty@firstchurchbhm.com
Wedding Director: Betsy Pate ............cccouiueiieiiiiieiieieieceeeeesesiee et Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Director of Early Learning Center: Cassandra Copeland ..............cccccovvvvieuennnnn. ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
Nursery Coordinator: Natalie Bogart-Pierre ..............ccccocouoirueiiierircieesensesseeeeeessessenons Natalie@firstchurchbhm.com

first

BIRMINGHAM

an OPEN place for ALL to WORSHIP,GROW, and SERVE

518 North 19th Street « Birmingham AL 35203
205-254-3186 « www.firstchurchbhm.com



