


COME ONE, COME ALL,
TO THE FALL FESTIVE-ALL!

Join us for an evening of fun, games, contests, and more on Sunday,
October 26 from 4:00pm to 5:30pm in our back parking lot. We’'ll
have hot dogs, live music, Trailer Park Photos, inflatables, games,
a balloon artist, the beloved cake walk and more! Plus, the Magic
City Tappers are giving a special performance to kick us off and you
won’t want to miss.

This year we are inviting Sunday School classes and small groups to
dress up in costume together to enter our Group Costume Contest.
The winning group will receive a coveted trophy and - most impor-
tantly - bragging rights for the year.

If you have any questions or would like to volunteer for the Fall

Festival, please email Katherine at Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com.




ALL YOU NEED IS LOVE LADY MADONNA

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

BLACKBIRD LET IT BE



SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5

WORLD
GCOMMUNION
SUNDAY

ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5 we will celebrate World Communion — a time when Chris-

tians across the globe come together around the table to remember who we are, to whom we
belong, and our dreams for a better world together. At the table we re-member ourselves and
others, recognizing that we are one and not divided. We share our resources for life and cele-
brate our connection as we seek to love one another.

THANK

In September our stewardship campaign came to a culmination as the First Church

family turned in our 2026 pledge cards. Our pledges are more than a symbol — they
are the evidence of our money stories as individuals and as a community. They
represent our collective desire to reimagine a world where everyone has enough
and to find ways to grow our generosity in all that we say and do. Thank you for
choosing to give generously as we continue to expand the love of First Church
both within its walls and out into our community. If you have not yet made your
pledge for 2026 click HERE to do so now.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/a857bfda-1f99-4e39-8c9a-f174a1806567

We are enjoying the community and fellowship we expiernece on Wednes-
day nights this fall. As a reminder, dinner begins at 5:15pm with adult pro-
gramming to follow at 6:15pm. The nursery opens at 5:30pm and children’s
and youth programming will begin at 6:00pm. You can find the menu and
register for dinners HERE.

This fall we begin a new round of small groups and we hope you will find
a group that fits your interests. Click HERE to read detailed information
about our offerings this fall and click HERE to register to participate.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/59f0e4ea-47e9-4165-a2a2-c74b889aa45d
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Wednesday-Night-Program-Options-Fall-2025.pdf
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/1269de10-58aa-46c7-bd69-2c1eb6e72e7f

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER AT 9:45AM

This fall we will offer First Church 101 through a series of Sunday morning sessions during
the Sunday School hour. From 9:45am — 10:45am we will gather in the Parlor to learn
more about the United Methodist Church and First Church in particular. We are excited
about this new opportunity to dive in and learn together. Here is the list of weeks and
topics that will be covered:

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5

United Methodist Theology & Polity

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12
Ways To Get Engaged

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 19 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26
First Church Tour Understanding First Church & Membership

Please click HERE to let us know you plan to attend.

While registration is not required, it will help us make sure we have enough snacks and coffee.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/c32fc08f-30ee-4a96-ab1a-b55dbcc655b7
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https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/df1781cc-6e8c-450d-9f40-8a58365b05dd

With a new year comes a relaunch of our Community Groups. This year we are inviting those who
are interested to sign up for a specific Dinner Group. Each Dinner Group is located in a different
area of Birmingham and led by one of our church members. Groups will be capped at 12 members
to encourage deeper connection and consistency. If you are interested in signing up for a Dinner
Group, click HERE.

We also offer Life Groups for those who are interested in meeting weekly with a small group of
committed members. Life Groups are a great way to find a deeper sense of community here at First
Church. If you are interested in joining a life group, please email Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/?post_type=comin_up&p=10802&preview=true
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/c420117c-ddde-4962-9d93-e15192b0fe33

YOU LEARN
ALOT about SOMEONE
when YOU SHARE A MEAL

TOGETHER.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/1269de10-58aa-46c7-bd69-2c1eb6e72e7f



https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/rest-and-resist-retreat/
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/87f81a25-5993-4db1-a1be-acf5f3104382

Shhh--- this isn’t your ordinary Sunday. On October 19, all students
in grades 6-12 are invited to stay after church for something we're calling
Top Secret Sunday. From 12:00pm to 2:30pm, we’ll share lunch together and
then launch into a surprise activity so classified we can’t even give you a hint.

Parents, no need to worry—we’re not leaving campus. But students, get
ready for an afternoon packed with mystery, laughter, and memories you'll
be talking about long after the mission ends.

So, consider this your official invitation to Top Secret Sunday. Bring your

appetite, your curiosity, and your sense of adventure... because the details

are on a need-to-know basis.

HERE



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/a32d7fd8-7993-43d7-90f4-354af441cb41






https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050944ACA629A0F85-50284296-mcac#/

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9



UPDATE YOUR
ONTACT

INFORMATION

We know a lot has changed over the last year - many of you have moved, changed jobs, phone
numbers, email addresses, etc. If you or your family have made any changes to your contact
information in the past year, please take a moment to let us know. You may do so by contacting
our Office Administrator Peg Thompson at Peg@firstchurchbhm.com.

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186 OR BY EMAIL

Senior Pastor: Kevin Thomas ............c.ccciiiiiiiiiniiiiicceeiseiscecse e Kevin@firstchurchbhm.com
Pastor: JONathan GOSS ...t Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Pastor: Katie Gilbert ............ccocooiiiiiiiriiiiec e Katie@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Community Engagement: Katherine Mullen .............cccccoovvveiririiicrcnirinne. Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Families & Youth: Ashley Hess..............ccccooiiiiiiieiiciicececece e Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com
Organist: Richard Byrd ............cccooiiiiiiiiicc s Richard@firstchurchbhm.com
Design: Blake HODDS .........c.cocouoiiiiiiciicce s Blake@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Music: Patrick EVans ............ocooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com
Office Administrator: Peg ThOMPSON ...........coovueiiiriiiiieiieieeeeceeesee s Peg@firstchurchbhm.com
Business Administrator: Steve PItts............ccccoieiiieiiiiieiieieeecceeese s Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
Maintenance Supervisor: Coty Smith............ccooioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiece e Coty@firstchurchbhm.com
Wedding Director: Betsy Pate ...........cccccouiueiiieiiiiieiieieeieeesesieesisie s Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Director of Early Learning Center: Cassandra Copeland ..............cccccovvvvierennnee. ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
Nursery Coordinator: Natalie Bogart-Pierre ..............ccccoceueirieireeinrcieieienceeeeesse s Natalie@firstchurchbhm.com

first

BIRMINGHAM

an OPEN place for ALL to WORSHIP,GROW, and SERVE

518 North 19th Street « Birmingham AL 35203
205-254-3186 « www.firstchurchbhm.com



