


We all have a money story, whether we recognize it or not. Perhaps we are living from a story
of fear or shame. Or a story that the church is dying and no longer relevant. Or a story that
our actions won’t have an impact. Or a story that we don’t have enough. Where might God be
speaking a new narrative into the limited ones we have told ourselves? This theme invites us to
discover and tell our money stories in light of God’s money story of liberation and justice. This
series encourages us to transform our stewardship practices into more full expressions of who

we are and what we believe.

This theme is intentionally direct—it invites us to name exactly what we’re talking about and
not skirt around it. To speak of money is to invite tension into the room. We so quickly want to
avoid it. But it’s time we reframe this. Money and possessions are one of the most common top-
ics in scripture, and Jesus talked about money more than faith and prayer. Our money story,
therefore, is a spiritual story. Thinking about God’s money story should be liberating, inviting,

and transformative.

This stewardship season, we invite you to remember, release, reimagine, and restore your

money stories so that we can write the one God is begging us to live into.

9725 REMEMBER 9.14.25 RELEASE

LUKE 22:1-23, EXODUS 16:1-18 MATTHEW 19:16-22, DEUT. 15:1-11

9.21.25 REIMAGINE 9.28.25 RESTORE

MARK 12:38-44, LEVITICUS 19:9-10; 25:8-12 JOHN 21:1-19, GENESIS 33:1-17




Click HERE to make your 2026 pledge now.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Stewardship-2025-Web.pdf
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/a857bfda-1f99-4e39-8c9a-f174a1806567

WEDNESDAY NIGHT DINNERS ARE BACK!

We are preparing for the return of Wednesday Night Dinners on Wednes-
day, September 3! As a reminder, dinner will begin at 5:15pm with adult
programming to follow at 6:15pm. The nursery will open at 5:30pm and
children’s and youth programming will begin at 6:00pm. You can find the
menu and register for dinners HERE.

As we kick off this fall we will begin a new round of small groups and we
hope you will find a group that fits your interests. Click HERE to read de-
tailed information about our offerings this fall and click HERE to register
to participate.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/59f0e4ea-47e9-4165-a2a2-c74b889aa45d
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Wednesday-Night-Program-Options-Fall-2025.pdf
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/1269de10-58aa-46c7-bd69-2c1eb6e72e7f



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/7d75e645-479b-4caa-8558-2ae284be2cc1

You are invited to be a traveler on The Journey, a First Church retreat for men
(or any who identify as masculine) at Camp McDowell on September 19-21, 2025.
Gather with friends, some you haven't even met yet, as we study Jesus’ celebra-
tions of joy! The cost for the weekend is $199 which includes your meals and ac-

commodations (double occupancy rooms). The deadline to register is Wednes-
day, September 10.

Click HERE to learn more and register now.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/the-journey/
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/?post_type=comin_up&p=10802&preview=true
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/d613032c-6e61-4225-a989-f40ce0a121fc

If you have been visiting with us at First Church, have recently joined First
Church, or are interested in learning more, you are invited to join us for a
meal together around the table. We will gather at 6:00pm on Thursday, Oc-
tober 2 in the Large Dining Room for good food and fellowship. Childcare is

available with a reservation made by Friday, September 26. Click HERE to
learn more and register to join us.

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER AT 9:45AM

This fall we will offer First Church 101 through a series of four different Sunday
morning sessions during the Sunday School hour. From 9:45am —10:45am
on Sundays, October 5, 12, 19, and 26 we will gather in the Parlor to learn
more about the United Methodist Church and First Church in particular.
We are excited about this new opportunity to dive in and learn together.
Click HERE to let us know you plan to attend.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/3cdab372-20d5-4bc6-84e6-bd9b2e0f4d4b
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/c32fc08f-30ee-4a96-ab1a-b55dbcc655b7
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https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/df1781cc-6e8c-450d-9f40-8a58365b05dd



https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-KpmpOg60sRgfoDf8nY8Xg

SUIDAY SCHOOL


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/169e4428-163b-411d-a210-0d6311cc1a05

WEEK 1

WEEK 2

WEEK 3

WEEK 4






https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/c9ec1bac-e6e5-4163-9f26-06b4d4f7d134

EMAILWARNING






UPDATE YOUR
ONTACT

INFORMATION

We know a lot has changed over the last year - many of you have moved, changed jobs, phone
numbers, email addresses, etc. If you or your family have made any changes to your contact
information in the past year, please take a moment to let us know. You may do so by contacting
our Office Administrator Peg Thompson at Peg@firstchurchbhm.com.

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186 OR BY EMAIL

Senior Pastor: Kevin Thomas ............c.ccciiiiiiiiiniiiiicceeiseiscecse e Kevin@firstchurchbhm.com
Pastor: JONathan GOSS ...t Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Pastor: Katie Gilbert ............ccocooiiiiiiiriiiiec e Katie@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Community Engagement: Katherine Mullen .............cccccoovvveiririiicrcnirinne. Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Families & Youth: Ashley Hess..............ccccooiiiiiiieiiciicececece e Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com
Organist: Richard Byrd ............cccooiiiiiiiiicc s Richard@firstchurchbhm.com
Design: Blake HODDS .........c.cocouoiiiiiiciicce s Blake@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Music: Patrick EVans ............ocooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com
Office Administrator: Peg ThOMPSON ...........coovueiiiriiiiieiieieeeeceeesee s Peg@firstchurchbhm.com
Business Administrator: Steve PItts............ccccoieiiieiiiiieiieieeecceeese s Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
Maintenance Supervisor: Coty Smith............ccooioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiece e Coty@firstchurchbhm.com
Wedding Director: Betsy Pate ...........cccccouiueiiieiiiiieiieieeieeesesieesisie s Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Director of Early Learning Center: Cassandra Copeland ..............cccccovvvvierennnee. ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
Nursery Coordinator: Natalie Bogart-Pierre ..............ccccoceueirieireeinrcieieienceeeeesse s Natalie@firstchurchbhm.com

first

BIRMINGHAM

an OPEN place for ALL to WORSHIP,GROW, and SERVE

518 North 19th Street « Birmingham AL 35203
205-254-3186 « www.firstchurchbhm.com



