





At First Church, one of our priorities
is EMBRACING TOUGH QUESTIONS. )

So, in preparation for this January,
we invited our kids to share their
questions and they did not disappoint!




Jesus’ words are easily distorted and sanitized
in our modern world. Following Jesus leads to a
richer, more expansive life, but it's not necessarily
comfortable. Jesus’ ministry can be described as
“radical” which comes from the Latin word “radi-
calis,” meaning “root” or “ground.” Therefore, the
good news should bring us back to our roots. Em-
ulating Jesus and embodying his teachings should
ground us in who God created us to be. Can we
be “good news” people in a world too often bur-
dened by bad news?

This Lent, let us remember that the good news really is good news. It is joyful—Llike fine
wine saved for celebration. It grows like a mustard seed and smells like perfume poured
from an alabaster jar. It tastes like bread passed endlessly through a hungry crowd. It
sounds like laughter and feels like mercy. The good news is alive in the world. This Lent,
let the teachings of Jesus lead us forward. May the good news inspire us to take action in
a world desperate to hear, see, and taste what is good.

FEBRUARY 22 MARCH 22
SO GOOD IT CATCHES ROOTED IN JUSTICE,
US BY SURPRISE MERCY, & FAITHFULNESS
JOHN 2:1-11; MATTHEW 13:31-32 JOHN 8:2-11; MATTHEW 23:23
MARCH 1 MARCH 29
GREAT LOVE FOR INSPIRING US TO ACT
GOD & NEIGHBOR MARK 11:1-11
LUKE 7:36-50; MATTHEW 25:35-40 PALM SUNDAY
MARCH 8 APRIL 5
TOGETHER, ALIVE IN THEWORLD
THE IMPOSSIBLE IS POSSIBLE e

MARK 6:32-44; EPHESIANS 3:20-21 EASTER SUNDAY

MARCH 15
PROTECTION & CARE
FORTHE VULNERABLE

MATTHEW 19:13-15; DEUTERONOMY 24:17-22



WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 18
12:00PM IN THE CHAPEL | 6:15PM IN THE SANCTUARY

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the Lenten season. It is a time of worship marked by remember-
ing our humanity and mortality. We recognize it is God’s love that invites us into repentance and
reconciliation. In worship we will receive ashes on our hands or foreheads in an act of repentance
and a sign of penitence. Join us for one of our Ash Wednesday Services either at 12:00pm in the
Chapel or at 6:15pm in the Sanctuary. If you plan to join us for the evening service, you are invited to
join us for Wednesday night dinner starting at 5:15pm.

CLICK HERE TO MAKE YOUR DINNER RESERVATION.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/Wednesday-Night-Program-Options-Spring-2026.pdf
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/b8903ac7-e6e2-46b4-a69d-3d6c83c1f0e0
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/2a6fa02b-1cae-4c16-b381-7971f46abf11
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/b8903ac7-e6e2-46b4-a69d-3d6c83c1f0e0

If you have been visiting with us at First Church, have recently joined, or are in-
terested in learning more, you are invited to join us for a meal together around
the table. We will gather at 6:00pm on Thursday, February 5 in the Large Dining
Room for good food and fellowship. Childcare is available with a reservation

made by Friday, January 30. Click HERE to learn more and register to join us

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 - SUNDAY, MARCH 15

As we enter a new year we will offer another First Church 101 series on four consecutive Sunday morning
sessions during the Sunday School hour. From 9:45am - 10:45am we will gather in the Parlor to learn
more about the United Methodist Church and First Church in particular. We are excited about this op-
portunity to dive in and learn together. You are welcome to pick one topic to come and learn more or to
join us for all four weeks. Here is the list of weeks and topics that will be covered:

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 SUNDAY, MARCH 1
UNITED METHODIST THEOLOGY &POLITY WAYS TO GET PLUGGED IN

SUNDAY, MARCH 8 SUNDAY, MARCH 15
FIRSTCHURCHTOUR FIRST CHURCH & MEMBERSHIP

Please click HERE to let us know you plan to attend.

While registration is not required, it will help us make sure we have enough snacks and coffee.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/7d0a427f-0cfd-456b-9b29-0c9b7fd22c43
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/32802709-6304-4a12-a0a3-e370f8f51961

SATURDAY, JUNE 27 - SUNDRY, JULY 3


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/panama-learn-serve/
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/01d2ed1f-7b77-4610-a7b5-833b51600452

Join us on Saturday, March 14 from 4:30pm to 8:00pm for a special evening featuring Brandon
Herring Magic! Brandon, who many of our families may remember from Arts Camp, will be join-
ing us for an interactive magic show where children won't just watch the magic, they’ll get to
participate and learn a few tricks of their own.

Children ages 6 months through 5th grade are invited to spend the evening enjoying games,
activities, dinner, and this one-of-a-kind magic experience, all in a safe and fun environment
with our caring staff and volunteers.

The cost is $25 per child. Spots fill quickly, so be sure to register soon to save your child’s place.
Register your child HERE now or email Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com with any questions.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/500edbb6-1faf-4b18-9cf6-cf48bdefe5f1

Our Youth Ministry will be heading to Atlanta from June 15-17 for three days packed
with fun, friendship, and big-time experiences. Students will enjoy a high-ener-
gy lineup that includes: Six Flags Over Georgia, Beat the Bomb Atlanta, An Atlanta
Braves game, and plenty of time to hang out, laugh, and make memories with friends.

This trip is designed to be both a blast and a chance for our students to deepen their
relationships with one another and their church community as we travel, play, and ex-
plore together. The cost is $175 per student, which covers all activities, breakfast, and
one dinner. More details about lodging, transportation, and registration will be shared
soon, but for now we encourage families to save these dates.



You are invited to join our partners at Church of the Reconciler for a Chili Cook Off fundraiser
on Friday, February 27 from 11:00am - 1:00pm. Tickets are $25 each and can be purchased
HERE. The cost of your ticket covers both you and one of Church of the Reconciler’s mem-
bers who are financially vulnerable. Your ticket stub will also allow you one vote for your
favorite chili - additional donations will offer more votes for your favorite. Come celebrate
community and help one of our vital ministry partners raise funds to continue their work.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/316909cd-1d30-4b13-a706-6d51c125410d
https://www.churchofthereconciler.com/give

UPDATE YOUR

CONTACT
INFORMATION

We know a lot can change over time. If you or your family have made
any changes to your contact information in the past year, please take
a moment to let us know. You may do so by contacting our Office
Administrator Peg Thompson at Peg@firstchurchbhm.com.

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186 OR BY EMAIL

Senior Pastor: Kevin Thomas ............c.ccciiiiiiiiiniiiiicceeiseiscecse e Kevin@firstchurchbhm.com
Pastor: JONathan GOSS ...t Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Pastor: Katie Gilbert ............ccocooiiiiiiiriiiiec e Katie@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Community Engagement: Katherine Mullen .............cccccoovvveiririiicrcnirinne. Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Families & Youth: Ashley Hess..............ccccooiiiiiiieiiciicececece e Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com
Organist: Richard Byrd ............cccooiiiiiiiiicc s Richard@firstchurchbhm.com
Design: Blake HODDS .........c.cocouoiiiiiiciicce s Blake@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Music: Patrick EVans ............ocooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com
Office Administrator: Peg ThOMPSON ...........coovueiiiriiiiieiieieeeeceeesee s Peg@firstchurchbhm.com
Business Administrator: Steve PItts............ccccoieiiieiiiiieiieieeecceeese s Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
Maintenance Supervisor: Coty Smith............ccooioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiece e Coty@firstchurchbhm.com
Wedding Director: Betsy Pate ...........cccccouiueiiieiiiiieiieieeieeesesieesisie s Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Director of Early Learning Center: Cassandra Copeland ..............cccccovvvvierennnee. ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
Nursery Coordinator: Natalie Bogart-Pierre ..............ccccoceueirieireeinrcieieienceeeeesse s Natalie@firstchurchbhm.com
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an OPEN place for ALL to WORSHIP,GROW, and SERVE

518 North 19th Street « Birmingham AL 35203
205-254-3186 « www.firstchurchbhm.com



