


Jesus’ words are easily distorted and sanitized
in our modern world. Following Jesus leads to a
richer, more expansive life, but it's not necessarily
comfortable. Jesus’ ministry can be described as
“radical” which comes from the Latin word “radi-
calis,” meaning “root” or “ground.” Therefore, the
good news should bring us back to our roots. Em-
ulating Jesus and embodying his teachings should
ground us in who God created us to be. Can we
be “good news” people in a world too often bur-
dened by bad news?

This Lent, let us remember that the good news really is good news. It is joyful—Llike fine
wine saved for celebration. It grows like a mustard seed and smells like perfume poured
from an alabaster jar. It tastes like bread passed endlessly through a hungry crowd. It
sounds like laughter and feels like mercy. The good news is alive in the world. This Lent,
let the teachings of Jesus lead us forward. May the good news inspire us to take action in
a world desperate to hear, see, and taste what is good.

MARCH 1 MARCH 22
GREAT LOVE FOR ROOTED IN JUSTICE,
GOD & NEIGHBOR MERCY, & FAITHFULNESS
LUKE 7:36-50; MATTHEW 25:35-40 JOHN 8:2-11; MATTHEW 23:23
MARCH 8 MARCH 29
TOGETHER, INSPIRINGUS TO ACT
THE IMPOSSIBLE IS POSSIBLE e

PALM SUNDAY
MARK 6:32-44; EPHESIANS 3:20-21

MARCH 15 APRIL 5
PROTECTION & CARE ALIVE IN THEWORLD
FORTHE VULNERABLE MATTHEVY 28:1°10

MATTHEW 19:13-15; DEUTERONOMY 24:17-22 FASTER SUNDAY



Lenten
DEVOTIONAL

Forthe past several years we have used A Sanctified
Art's worship materials during the Lenten season.
One of the gifts of using this material is the avail-
ability of a beautiful Lenten devotional flled with
visual art, poetry, Scripture, questions, and reflec-
tions. The DEVOTIONAL BOOKLET is available
in an e-reader format and can be accessed by com-
puter or mobile device. Please help A Sanctified Art
protect their work by refraining from sharing this link
or posting it on social media.

HOLY WEEK

3.29.26 | PALM SUNDAY

11:00AM IN THE LOFT & SANCTUARY

4.2.26 | MAUNDY THURSDAY

6:15PM IN THE LOFT

4.3.26 | GOOD FRIDAY

12:00PM IN THE SANCTUARY

4.5.26 | EASTER SUNDAY

11:00AM IN THE LOFT & SANCTUARY



https://online.flippingbook.com/view/546389771/

GOOD FRIDAY

FRIDAY, APRIL 3 AT 12:00PM IN THE SANCTUARY

You are invited to join us for a Tenebrae service on Good Friday,
April 3 at 12:00pm in the Sanctuary as we commemorate the cru-
cifixion and death of Jesus. The word Tenebrae is Latin for “dark-
ness” or “shadows” and describes a service that offers meditation
on the suffering of Christ. Through music, dramatic readings, and
the play between light and dark we will remember what it must
have felt like in those moments when Christ’s death darkened the
world. We invite you to join us as we hold the tension of the now
and not yet that Good Friday invites us into remembering.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/b8903ac7-e6e2-46b4-a69d-3d6c83c1f0e0

First Church will celebrate Easter Sunday morning with worship at 11:00am in both

the Loft and Sanctuary. If you plan to attend, don’t forget to bring flowers to add to our
Easter Cross. Flowers can be from your home or garden (or even the grocery store!).
As areminder we have moved our flower cross to the front of our Sanctuary building
along 19th Street so that it can serve as a reminder of resurrection and hope to ev-
eryone who passes our building. This is a beautiful tradition that we look forward to
continuing as we celebrate Easter together.



SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 - SUNDAY, MARCH 15

As we enter a new year we will offer another First Church 101 series on four consecutive Sunday morning
sessions during the Sunday School hour. From 9:45am - 10:45am we will gather in the Parlor to learn
more about the United Methodist Church and First Church in particular. We are excited about this op-
portunity to dive in and learn together. You are welcome to pick one topic to come and learn more or to
join us for all four weeks. Here is the list of weeks and topics that will be covered:

SUNDAY, MARCH 1 SUNDAY, MARCH 8 SUNDAY, MARCH 15
WAYS TO GETPLUGGEDIN FIRSTCHURCHTOUR FIRST CHURCH & MEMBERSHIP

Please click HERE to let us know you plan to attend.

While registration is not required, it will help us make sure we have enough snacks and coffee.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/32802709-6304-4a12-a0a3-e370f8f51961



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/615a3db1-f25e-4f6f-99d5-79c012e89435
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/b8903ac7-e6e2-46b4-a69d-3d6c83c1f0e0
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/2a6fa02b-1cae-4c16-b381-7971f46abf11

Join us on Saturday, March 14 from 4:30pm to 8:00pm for a special evening featuring Brandon
Herring Magic! Brandon, who many of our families may remember from Arts Camp, will be join-
ing us for an interactive magic show where children won't just watch the magic, they’ll get to
participate and learn a few tricks of their own.

Children ages 6 months through 5th grade are invited to spend the evening enjoying games,
activities, dinner, and this one-of-a-kind magic experience, all in a safe and fun environment
with our caring staff and volunteers.

The cost is $25 per child. Spots fill quickly, so be sure to register soon to save your child’s place.
Register your child HERE now or email Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com with any questions.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/500edbb6-1faf-4b18-9cf6-cf48bdefe5f1
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/8410eda7-ef02-45f8-b485-550f8be9ecf2

MONDAY, JUNE 1 - THURSDAY, JUNE 4

Designed for children who have completed kindergarten through fifth grade, Creation Campis aFirst
Church spin on Gross Out Camp that we have participated in over the past several years. It will keep
the same fun, hands-on spirit with arenewed focus on creation care, curiosity, and outdoor learning.

Creation Camp will run daily June 1-4 from 8:30am — 4:00pm with transportation provided from the
church. Ashley along with Hanna and Bill Schock will lead outdoor creek experiences and teach-
ing experiments. The kids will spend their days exploring the outdoors, getting muddy, asking big
questions, and learning how humans can help care for God’s creation.

The cost for the week is $130 and will include water, a camp t-shirt, and an afternoon snack. Chil-
dren will need to bring a sack lunch and morning snhack each day. Click HERE to register your child
now. If you have any questions, please reach out to Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com.

Allrising4th, 5th,and 6thgraders
areinvited to Elementary Camp1,
June 7 - 12 which Ashley will be
helping to co-lead. This is a spe-
cial week designed for upper ele-
mentary students who are ready
for adventure, growing indepen-
dence, and a whole lot of fun.

Registration is completed directly through Camp Sumatanga’s web-
site. Once you've registered, please reach out to Ashley to let her
know. If you have any questions or want help disceming if it’s a good
fit for your child, feel free to email Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/d3c42556-93e8-4a56-b920-57a098d880a4

Our youth are headed out for an unforgettable summer adventure June 15-
17. Students will meet at the church at 8:00am to kick off a high-energy trip
packed with fun, connection, and memory-making experiences.

This trip includes a visit to Six Flags, Beat the Bomb Atlanta, and an Atlanta
Braves game. The cost for the trip is $175, which includes some of our meals
along the way. Spots are limited to 20 total participants (students and adults)
and will be filled on a first-come, first-serve basis. Click HERE to register now.



UPDATE YOUR

CONTACT
INFORMATION

We know a lot can change over time. If you or your family have made
any changes to your contact information in the past year, please take
a moment to let us know. You may do so by contacting our Office
Administrator Peg Thompson at Peg@firstchurchbhm.com.

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186 OR BY EMAIL

Senior Pastor: Kevin Thomas ............c.ccciiiiiiiiiniiiiicceeiseiscecse e Kevin@firstchurchbhm.com
Pastor: JONathan GOSS ...t Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Pastor: Katie Gilbert ............ccocooiiiiiiiriiiiec e Katie@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Community Engagement: Katherine Mullen .............cccccoovvveiririiicrcnirinne. Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Families & Youth: Ashley Hess..............ccccooiiiiiiieiiciicececece e Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com
Organist: Richard Byrd ............cccooiiiiiiiiicc s Richard@firstchurchbhm.com
Design: Blake HODDS .........c.cocouoiiiiiiciicce s Blake@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Music: Patrick EVans ............ocooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com
Office Administrator: Peg ThOMPSON ...........coovueiiiriiiiieiieieeeeceeesee s Peg@firstchurchbhm.com
Business Administrator: Steve PItts............ccccoieiiieiiiiieiieieeecceeese s Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
Maintenance Supervisor: Coty Smith............ccooioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiece e Coty@firstchurchbhm.com
Wedding Director: Betsy Pate ...........cccccouiueiiieiiiiieiieieeieeesesieesisie s Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Director of Early Learning Center: Cassandra Copeland ..............cccccovvvvierennnee. ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
Nursery Coordinator: Natalie Bogart-Pierre ..............ccccoceueirieireeinrcieieienceeeeesse s Natalie@firstchurchbhm.com

first

BIRMINGHAM

an OPEN place for ALL to WORSHIP,GROW, and SERVE

518 North 19th Street « Birmingham AL 35203
205-254-3186 « www.firstchurchbhm.com



