


We are living in the midst of anxious times. The news is filled with stories of
turmoil and change that bring a sense of heaviness and grief to our daily lives.
In times of difficulty and heartache, looking to nature can bring back a sense of
lightness and hope. For the next four weeks, we will ook to the elements - earth,
air, fire, and water - to ground ourselves in the gifts of the world around us. By
seeking enchantment and wonder, we will find ways to navigate these anxious
times with a sense of joy and hope. Using Katherine May’s book Enchantment:
Awakening Wonder in an Anxious Age as a guide, we will seek to recapture won-
der and explore what nature can teach us.

SUNDAY, MAY 10 SUNDAY, MAY 17
Earth Air
Genesis 1:11-13, 24-25, Job 12:7-10 Genesis 1:1-2, Ezekiel 37, John 3:8
SUNDAY, MAY 214 SUNDAY, MAY 31
Fire Water
Exodus 3:1-10, Acts 2:1-4 Genesis 1:20-23, Psalm 104:10-18

Combined in The Loft









When we passed our 2026 hudget, we did so with a projected
deficit of $133,510. In response, a generous donor has offered
the opportunity to match up to $67,000 and balance our budget
for the coming year. We began the campaign on Easter Sunday,
April 5 and will continue for six weeks through Sunday, May 10.
Every gift given heyond your 2026 pledge will he matched dollar
for dollar. This is a wonderful opportunity to magnify the impact
of your generosity in the coming year. As of the end of April we
are at 70% of our goal. Click HERE and select the “Double Your
Impact” fund to make your gift now.


https://www.fellowshiponegiving.com/app/giving/firs518193

This summer we are looking forward to trying something new by hosting a
monthly book club while we are on a break from our regular Wednesday Night
Programming. Join us on the 2nd Wednesday nights of the month - June 10, July
8, and August 12 - at 6:00pm in the Parlor for a time to come together and talk
about books we love. Because we know that some of you might like to read
ahead, we are sharing the books now so that all you book-lovers can get a head
start before summer arrives.

JUNE 10

The Parable of the Sower
BY OCTAVIA BUTLER

JULY 8

Remarkably Bright Creatures
BY SHELBY VAN PELT

AUGUST 12

Theo of Golden
BY ALAN LEVI

We would love to know you're coming
so click HERE to sign up now.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/45f778be-5a62-4740-a57c-af04578b6fe6

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 - SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

NAsMERCY

RETREAT

Manna and Mercy is the theological foundation for our mission statement and six priori-
ties at First Church. It undergirds everything we do. During this weekend, we will journey
through the whole Bible- from Genesis to Revelation - using Daniel Erlander’s book Manna
and Mercy as our guide.

Over the course of the retreat, we will:

Learn how the original context shapes the meaning of Scripture

Read the Bible through the lens of Jesus’ life, teaching, death, and resurrection

Learn that we value inclusivity and social justice not in spite of the Bible but because of it
Be challenged to live in a way that brings life to ourselves, our families, & to the whole world

Live into our identities as God'’s children created in love, by love, and for love

This retreat will take place in the Loft at First Church August 14 - 16 and will be led by our
First Church pastoral staff. The cost is $75 which covers your Manna and Mercy book, lunch
on both Saturday and Sunday, as well as snacks and coffee throughout the weekend. We will
begin on Friday evening, August 14 with Session 1 and then reconvene on Saturday, August
15 from approximately 9:00am - 5:00pm with Sessions 2 and 3, and conclude on Sunday,
August 16 with lunch after worship and Session 4 from approximately 1:00pm - 2:30pm.

Click HERE to register to join us.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/647fc4af-3615-4a59-b1fd-276926f4626b

Mark your calendars now

to join us at Monday Night
Brewing on Tuesday, June 9
at 5:30pm for an evening of
creativity, community, and
celebration as we gear up

for the Pride Parade. Bring
your own supplies — posters,
markers, glitter, and anything
else you'd like — and get ready
to create something fabulous.
We can't wait to see you there!


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/pride-parade-26/

GET YOUR

PRIDE
SWAG!

NEED 50ME FRESH
SWAG FOR PRIDE?

ORDER FROM OUR REDBUBBLE SHOP
FOR ANYTHING YOUR HEART DESIRES!



https://www.redbubble.com/people/firstchurchbhm/shop?asc=u
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/pride-fest-26/

MONDAY, JUNE 1 - THURSDAY, JUNE 4

Designed for children who have completed kindergarten through fifth grade, Creation Camp is a First
Church spin on Gross Out Camp that we have participated in over the past several years. It will keep
the same fun, hands-on spirit with a renewed focus on creation care, curiosity, and outdoor learning.

Creation Camp will run daily June 1-4 from 8:30am - 4:00pm with transportation provided from the church.
Ashley along with Hanna and Bill Schock will lead outdoor creek experiences and teaching experiments.
The kids will spend their days exploring the outdoors, getting muddy, asking big questions, and learning
how humans can help care for God'’s creation.

The cost for the week is $130 and will include water, a camp t-shirt, and an afternoon snack. Children will
need to bring a sack lunch and morning snack each day. Click HERE to register your child now. If you have
any questions, please reach out to Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/d3c42556-93e8-4a56-b920-57a098d880a4

Arts Camp will take place MONDAY, JULY 13 - FRIDAY, JULY 17
from 9:00am — 1:00pm. We are returning to a five-day format so kids
can dive even deeper into the creative process. Lunch will be served
daily so campers can refuel before jumping back into the fun. Arts
Camp is open to children who have completed 4K through teens.

Our theme is “The Creation Project.” For one week, our church will transform into a
working production lot—First Church Studios—where creativity, collaboration, and
imagination take center stage. Throughout the week, children will have the opportu-
nity to explore theater, dance, visual art, and video, learning what it takes to bring a
production to life. Whether your child loves being on stage, prefers creating behind
the scenes, enjoys painting and designing, or is curious about storytelling through
film, there will be a place for them to shine.

Campers will work together, learn new skills, and discover new ways to express their
creativity. Along the way, we’ll reflect on how God’s very first creative project—a
garden—reminds us that beautiful things grow through diversity, collaboration, and
care. The week will build toward a special celebration where families can see what the
children have created together.

The cost for the week is $85 with an additional $40 for optional aftercare which will run
from 1:00pm - 4:00pm each day. REGISTRATION is now open. We encourage families
to sign up early so your child doesn’t miss out on this creative, laughter-filled week.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/8bcf539b-4fa3-4aac-8d4e-293fc6c5dbd2

Our youth are headed out for an unforgettable summer adventure
June 15-17. Students will meet at the church at 8:00am to kick off a
high-energy trip packed with fun, connection, and memory-making

experiences.

This trip includes a visit to Six Flags, Beat the Bomb Atlanta, and an
Atlanta Braves game. The cost for the trip is $175, which includes
some of our meals along the way. Spots are limited to 20 total partic-
ipants (students and adults) and will be filled on a first-come, first-

serve basis. Click HERE to register now.

GET READY..........

weeks of the summer — our Youth Summer Trip
is just around the corner on July 20-23! This
year we're heading to YMCA Camp Chandler
in Wetumpka, Alabama, and we're inviting all
rising 6th through 12th graders to come along
for an unforgettable adventure. Throughout
the week, youth will jump into classic camp
activities on the water and around camp, build
friendships, and compete in team challenges
that will keep the energy high. Expect plen-
ty of laughter, late-night conversations, and
the kind of moments that turn into stories our
youth will tell for years.

One of the highlights of the trip will be a full day at Montgomery Whitewater, where students will ex-

perience the thrill of whitewater rafting together.

The cost of the trip is $150 and includes all meals, whitewater rafting, and all lake activities for the

week. Click

to sign up now. Please contact Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com for any questions.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/5c043212-feac-4fc9-8f69-f4d31b9063a2



https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Justice-Mercy-Resource-Sheet.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E48A5A62BA0F9C07-63398700-mcac

MY PRAYER FOR FIRST CHURCH 1IS:

We find and grow in our authentic expressions of love individually and communally
- H.N. Gibson

That the table continues to be crowded.
- Maggie Gibson

That we would be a beacon of hope to those who have been hurt, overlooked,
or disregarded,that in letting our light shine the love of Christ, we would create
a tangible ripple of change in a world that is hurting and scared.

- Heather Roland

That we continue to welcome everyone unconditionally and become more like Christ in doing so.
- Kevin Roland

That we all reach out - literally - to our neighbors all over the city, state, country, and world,
and provide help within their cultural heritage, not ours; that we spread love and joy and peace to all.
- Lenny Ferguson

I pray that First Church continues to be an inclusive space,
showing the love of God to the church and the Birmingham community as a whole.
- Tara McGlocklin

We pray that we continue to love without judgement,
welcome without hesitation, and serve with compassion.
- Amber Hall and Ashley Belding-Hall

That the church continues to have the financial means and willing volunteers to continue
the good work started in the Birmingham community and that all people
can find community and love within the walls of First Church.
- Megan and Chris Humphries

To remain loving and accepting of all.
- Curt Gray

I pray that we will be filled with and guided by the Holy Spirit
and that the fruits and gifts of the spirit would be evident in our lives.
- Jerri Edwards

I pray that every member and visitor feels welcomed,
valued, and loved each time they walk through the doors.
- Lucie Pradat



UPDATE YOUR
INFORMATIONFORM

FOR CHILDREN & YOUTH

We are so grateful for each and every child and stu-
dent who is part of our church family. In order to care
for them well and create a safe, welcoming, and sup-
portive environment, we are asking all families to take
a few moments to complete our updated CHILDREN
& YOUTH INFORMATION FORM. This form helps us
celebrate your children in meaningful ways, like rec-
oghizing birthdays, while also equipping our team with
important details such as allergies, accessibility needs,

and any behavioral or developmental information that
-+ cveveeennneeneeeoooN] will help us support your child with care and intention.
Thank you for partnering with us in this important work.

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/3cedc294-ea6d-4945-a597-78df9ed54fe2
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/3cedc294-ea6d-4945-a597-78df9ed54fe2

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186 OR BY EMAIL

Senior Pastor: Kevin Thomas ............c.ccciiiiiiiiiniiiiicceeiseiscecse e Kevin@firstchurchbhm.com
Pastor: JONathan GOSS ...t Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Pastor: Katie Gilbert ............ccocooiiiiiiiriiiiec e Katie@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Community Engagement: Katherine Mullen .............cccccoovvveiririiicrcnirinne. Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Families & Youth: Ashley Hess..............ccccooiiiiiiieiiciicececece e Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com
Organist: Richard Byrd ............cccooiiiiiiiiicc s Richard@firstchurchbhm.com
Design: Blake HODDS .........c.cocouoiiiiiiciicce s Blake@firstchurchbhm.com
Minister of Music: Patrick EVans ............ocooiiiiiiiiiiieeee e Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com
Office Administrator: Peg ThOMPSON ...........coovueiiiriiiiieiieieeeeceeesee s Peg@firstchurchbhm.com
Business Administrator: Steve PItts............ccccoieiiieiiiiieiieieeecceeese s Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
Maintenance Supervisor: Coty Smith............ccooioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiece e Coty@firstchurchbhm.com
Wedding Director: Betsy Pate ...........cccccouiueiiieiiiiieiieieeieeesesieesisie s Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
Executive Director of Early Learning Center: Cassandra Copeland ..............cccccovvvvierennnee. ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
Nursery Coordinator: Natalie Bogart-Pierre ..............ccccoceueirieireeinrcieieienceeeeesse s Natalie@firstchurchbhm.com

first

BIRMINGHAM

an OPEN place for ALL to WORSHIP,GROW, and SERVE

518 North 19th Street « Birmingham AL 35203
205-254-3186 « www.firstchurchbhm.com



