


BLESSING

PACKS




As a reminder, we are gathering at Up-Down Arcade Bar (113 13th St. S)
after worship on Sunday, August 2 for a church-wide Fall Kickoff!
What’s better than starting a new fall season with pizza, games, and
fellowship? Not much! Although registration for complimentary to-
kens and pizza has closed, we hope you'll still swing by and join us
for the fun! This location utilizes street parking, so we encourage you
to carpool as you are able. Please email Katherine@firstchurchbhm.
com with any questions.



Western evangelical Christianity has largely been defined by what appear to be
simple, direct, and easy pathways to heaven, things like the Roman Road and the
ABC'’s of faith. But sooner or later, those easy recipes fail us. Life throws us a cur-
veball to which the Roman Road doesn’t know how to respond. Our lives are too
complicated for simplistic faith formulas. Guided by Pete Enns book Curveball,

we will take life’s curveballs seriously by asking questions like: What are we to
do with contradictions in scripture? What about people who have never heard of
Jesus or lived before our story began? How should our faith adjust to new reali-
ties? How do we imagine a God big enough to create our universe? What do we do
when God is unpredictable? We hope you’ll join us as together we embrace some
of the tough questions of our faith.




This fall we are a launching a new opportunity
for building community on Sunday mornings. If
you have been interested in meeting new people
and deepening your relationship at First Church
but don't want to attend a traditional Sunday
School Class, this opportunity is for you. We
will gather each week beginning on Sunday,
August 2 in the Large Dining Room at 9:45am
for coffee and casual conversations. We hope
this will offer space for anyone who is seeking
a non-traditional way to connect more deeply
at First Church on Sunday mornings.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/e8508958-f5ce-4fa0-a49d-6e8ac9982c3d

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 - SUNDAY, AUGUST 16

MANNA s MMERCY

RETREAT

Manna and Mercy is the theological foundation for our mission statement and six priori-
ties at First Church. It undergirds everything we do. During this weekend, we will journey
through the whole Bible- from Genesis to Revelation - using Daniel Erlander’s book Manna
and Mercy as our guide.

Over the course of the retreat, we will:

Learn how the original context shapes the meaning of Scripture

Read the Bible through the lens of Jesus’ life, teaching, death, and resurrection

Learn that we value inclusivity and social justice not in spite of the Bible but because of it
Be challenged to live in a way that brings life to ourselves, our families, & to the whole world

Live into our identities as God'’s children created in love, by love, and for love

This retreat will take place in the Loft at First Church August 14 - 16 and will be led by our
First Church pastoral staff. The cost is $75 which covers your Manna and Mercy book, lunch
on both Saturday and Sunday, as well as snacks and coffee throughout the weekend. We will
begin on Friday evening, August 14 with Session 1 and then reconvene on Saturday, August
15 from approximately 9:00am - 5:00pm with Sessions 2 and 3, and conclude on Sunday,
August 16 with lunch after worship and Session 4 from approximately 1:00pm - 2:30pm.

Click HERE to register to join us.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/647fc4af-3615-4a59-b1fd-276926f4626b

Each year First Church partners with Sidewalk Film Festival to screen movies
in our Loft worship space. This is an opportunity to share our love and hos-
pitality with thousands of people who come to the Festival over the course
of the weekend. One of the ways we do this is by providing concessions for
purchase (just like visiting any of the other venues who host around town!).

The Sidewalk Film Festival will be in our space from Friday, August 28 through
Sunday, August 30. We will be selling concessions on Saturday and Sunday
with volunteer shifts lasting approximately two hours each. If you are willing
to help show our hospitality by selling concessions and welcoming folks into
our space, please reach out to Katie at Katie@firstchurchbhm.com.

This year we are also planning to bring back our Love Rally — an opportunity to
share our message of love and inclusion and extend our hospitality outside of
our walls. Look for more information in the coming weeks about a Love Rally
on Saturday, August 29 and help show our love to downtown Birmingham.



WE ARE 30 EXCITED about Wednesday Nights

starting back that we are hosting our first dinner on September
9 free of charge! Registration is still required for this meal but
we hope you'll join us as we kick off a new season. Please SIGN
UP by Monday, September 7 at 12:00pm. As a reminder, dinner
begins at 5:15pm and is followed by programming at 6:15pm. You
can sign up for the remaining dinners through the fall HERE.

In addition to our ongoing groups, we'll be kicking off September
with two new short-term small groups. You can read more ahout
those helow. Keep an eye out for our September newsletter that
will include the launch of our full fall programming schedule!

Click HERE to read more ahout our Upcoming Small Groups.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/01d25058-e710-4636-b8d5-47b675983650
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/01d25058-e710-4636-b8d5-47b675983650
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/0ca39fa2-cb73-4db5-b166-aad37a0640af
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Small-Groups-Aug-26.pdf

In addition to England, we have the op-
tion of a five-day trip extension to Ireland
to visit places like Cork, Blarney, and Ring
of Kerry among others if enough people
are interested. The cost of the extension
is $1898 per person. (Please note that
optional travel insurance is extra and pre-
miums are determined by the total cost
of the trip.) Please reach out to Kevin@
firstchurchbhm.com if you have any ques-
tions. We hope you’ll come join us!


https://hub.eo.travelwithus.com/tour-registration/6a1609d530084b15416c254c?_gl=1*7x9hep*_gcl_au*MTQ3MTg1MTgxNi4xNzc5ODE5MTgx*_ga*MTEwODM2NzE0NC4xNzc4NTM3NTM5*_ga_GTVG7763SN*czE3ODM1MjU5MDMkbzE5JGcxJHQxNzgzNTI2ODk4JGo0NyRsMCRoMA..

BEGINNING THIS FALL

ONFIRMATION
CLASS

This fall our sixth and seventh graders will begin Confirmation classes. Confirmation is a mean-
ingful milestone in the faith journey of our students as it offers the space to ask honest ques-
tions, learn more about the church, explore what it means to follow Jesus, and begin claiming
their faith as their own. While Confirmation is designed for sixth and seventh graders, it is open
to any student who has not yet been through the confirmation process and would like to join us.

We will gather once a month on Sunday evenings from 5:00pm — 6:30pm in the Youth Room.
Each gathering will include dinner, class time, conversation, and something fun. Confirmation
classes will take place on the following Sundays:

SEPTEMBER 13 | OCTOBER 4 | NOVEMBER 8 | DECEMBER 6,
JANUARY 10 | FEBRUARY 7 | MARCH 7 | APRIL 4

To finish our time together, we will hold a Confirmation Retreat April 9-11 at Camp Sumatanga.

As a congregation, we have the privilege of surrounding these students with encouragement
and care as they begin this important season. If you, your family, your small group, or your Sun-
day School class would like to provide dinner for the youth on one of these nights, please reach
out to Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com.

In addition, we invite you to pray for our confirmands as they learn, wonder, grow, and begin to
claim their faith in deeper ways this fall. We also invite you to pray for the adults who will walk
alongside them throughout this season.



Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/de01f75e-bfaa-4330-8d98-64b4c6dfe8a1
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Business Administrator: STEVE PITTS ..........c.ccooovoiiiiiiiniiieiceceeeeeeeesess e Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
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