


COME ONE, COME ALL,
TO THE FALL FESTIVE-ALL!

It’s that time of year again! Please join us on Sunday, October 25 from 4:00-
9:30 in our back parking lot for our Fall Fest! There will be food, music, perfor-
mances, activities, and a costume contest, so you won’t want to miss out.

We hope to see all of you in your best costumes on Sunday, October 25! And
remember, this event is for everyone, so please bring your friends and join us
for a fun-filled afternoon!



The Latin phrase Imago Dei translates to “the image of God.” Based on Genesis 1:27, which
states that God created humanity in God’s own image, we believe in our inherent intercon-
nectedness to the Divine. This foundational truth means that all humans possess sacred
worth, dignity, and a spiritual connection to the Creator. How do we maintain this core belief
and value in an ever-changing digital age?

Technology moves at an alarming rate, altering how we love, think, gather, and care for one
another. In a culture driven by algorithms, hyper-connectivity, and artificial intelligence,
how do we remain meaningfully connected to one another and to God? Over the next four
weeks, we will examine our digital habits, look at the systemic impacts of technology, and
explore how we can reclaim these tools as instruments for liberation, presence, and justice.
We hope you will join us for this important conversation.





https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/0ca39fa2-cb73-4db5-b166-aad37a0640af
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/Wednesday-Night-Program-Options-Fall-2026.pdf

Past Forward is a guided experience funded by the Alabama Human-
ities Alliance that invites us to examine the policies and systems of the
past to better understand how they continue to shape access, opportu-
nity, and belonging today.

Through an interactive experience, we'll explore how access to-or the
lack of-opportunity has served as a historical marker, creating divisions
between those we see as "them" and "us.”’

Join us after worship on Sunday, November 15 in the Large Dining Room
for a respectful dialogue about why we are divided as human beings,
how our shared history continues to affect us, and what it might look
like to begin healing history. We will have lunch together, and then Mollie
Erickson and Kathy Boswell will lead us in this activity. If you would like
to register for lunch, click HERE. Together, well step into one another's
shoes, discover the ways we are connected, and consider how under-
standing the past can help us move forward.


https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=8179b7f5-3acf-48d4-af62-9382898d9eb7

In September our stewardship campaign
came to a culmination as the First Church
family turned in our 2027 pledge cards. Our
pledges are more than just numbers on paper
—they are evidence of a generous life put into
practice. They represent our collective desire
to reimagine a world where everyone has

enough and to find ways to grow our gener-

osity in all that we say and do. Thank you for

choosing to give generously as we continue

to expand the love of First Church both within

its walls and out into our community. If you

have not yet made your pledge for 2027 click
to do so now



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/ac8945e5-a6b1-4dd6-bb88-ad2c4e8a9357

Beginning in October, women and female-identifying persons are invited to gath-
er once a month around the table for good food, building connection, and mean-
ingful conversation. Hosted by Katie Gilbert and Laura Quick, each gathering will
begin with a short fireside chat or panel to initiate meaningful conversation. That
conversation will then be taken around the table where everyone gets to par-
ticipate. Our current planned gatherings will take place on Thursdays, October
8, November 12, and December 10 from 6:00pm - 8:00pm in the Large Dining
Room. We aren't gathering because anyone has all of the answers but to create
a place where women of different ages, backgrounds, and experiences can tell
the truth, listen well, ask better questions, and actually know one another.


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/56510487-b320-4ba4-9240-dd7090eff16b

SUNDAYS IN OCTOBER AT 9:45AM

First Church 101 returns this fall through a series of four different Sunday morning sessions during
the Sunday School hour. From 9:45am — 10:45am on Sundays, October 4, 11,18, and 25 we will
gather in the Parlor to learn more about the United Methodist Church and First Church in par-
ticular. We are excited about this opportunity to dive in and learn together. Click HERE to let us
know you plan to attend. Here is the list of weeks and topics that will be covered:

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11
United Methodist Theology & Polity Ways To Get Engaged
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25
First Church Tour Understanding First Church & Membership

Please click HERE to let us know you plan to attend.

While registration is not required, it will help us make sure we have enough snacks and coffee.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/1ce9a096-816f-4cba-8c34-95d6b1d72404
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/1ce9a096-816f-4cba-8c34-95d6b1d72404

You Are Invited tojoin us for our

2027 CHURCHWIDE RETREAT
at Camp McDowell FEBRUARY 12 - 14, 2027.

This year our theme Awake My Soul: Finding Our Way in a Divided World
will encourage us to explore the life and wisdom of the mystics who coura-
geously demonstrated ways to live faithfully even amidst a world driven by
power, suffering, inequality, and division. We will consider what we can learn
from the mystics as we seek to counter those divisions with humility, healing,
inclusion, and unity.



https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/awake-my-soul/

Go spooky, funny, clever, or completely
last-minute with your costume.
Everyone will vote for their favorite
and the winner will take home a

TARGET GIFT CARD!

Enter through the youth door on
the 6th Ave side of the church.

HERE


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/b27e12b6-c399-4d6d-8d6f-48ffb96dd117

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186 OR BY EMAIL

KEVIN THOMAS Senior Pastor................c.ccoooovriueiuiiiieeieicisesesesese s Kevin@firstchurchbhm.com
JONATHAN GOSS PaSOT .. ..ottt Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com
KATIE GILBERT EXecutive Pastor.................ccccoooovuiuiiioiiiirisicieseeese s Katie@firstchurchbhm.com
REA GREEN AsS0ciate Pastor..............cc.ccooouiioiiiiinieeeieiesesessiesesssie s Rea@firstchurchbhm.com
ASHLEY HESS Minister of Youth and JUStice ..................cooouimiiiiiiiieese s Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com
MORGAN ROBINSON Children's MANISter.................ccooouuriumrimmreiniieeieeieseieseessenieees Morgan@firstchurchbhm.com
BLAKE HOBBS DESIGIN............c.coouiiiiiiiiieiieecceeete et Blake@firstchurchbhm.com
KATHERINE MULLEN Digital Media Specialist ..................c.ccooooviieviiiiececececeeee. Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com
RICHARD BYRD Organist ..............ccccoouoiuiiiieiiiieeeieeceveeeeeseeiesee e sssenas Richard@firstchurchbhm.com
PATRICK EVANS Minister of MUSIC.............ccccoouoiumierieiieieeieesesisees s Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com
ETHAN ASTERS Loft Worship Leader..................cocoooovviimimiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeee e Ethan@firstchurchbhm.com
PEG THOMPSON Office AMINiStrator ..............ccooouuiiiiiieeiieiiieeieeisseeiecieeeisseees s Peg@firstchurchbhm.com
NAN CLAY NUTSEIY SUPEIVISOT ........coououiiiiiiieeeeieieieeeeeseaese st saesesaes Nan@firstchurchbhm.com
STEVE PITTS Business AdMminiStrator.................cc.ooovuueiumeiimeeieeieiiseeisseeiseeiseesisseeisseniieees Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
COTY SMITH Maintenance SUPETVISOL..............c..cwuurumeumieeieesenseesessseesssesssesssessessessesenees Coty@firstchurchbhm.com
BETSY PATE Wedding DirCtor...............cooouuiiiuiiiriieciieniieeiieeieeise s Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
CASSANDRA COPELAND Executive Director of Early Learning Center .......................... ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
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