


What happens when our world falls apart? How do we press onward when
our tightly-knit plans unravel into loose threads? What do we become when
our identity—or the path we’re on—comes undone? What if all of this is not
the end we fear it will be? In our unraveling, sometimes life surprises us with

unexpected joy, love, and hope—with a new beginning we couldn’t have
imagined. Sometimes we need God to unravel us, for we long to be changed.
In this worship series, we’ll explore four stories of unraveled shame, identity,
fear, grief, dreams, and expectations. These are stories where God meets
us in the spiraling, unraveling our plans—and us—into something new.

11.1 | LETTING GO

EXODUS 1:22; 2:1-10

11.8 | GRIEF THAT INSPIRES ACTION

2 SAMUEL 3:7; 21:1-14

11.15 | LAMENT & LOSS

JOB 28:12-28

11.22 | INALL THINGS, GIVE THANKS

JEREMIAH 29:1-7



IN THE LOFT AND SANCTUARY SERVICES



Please make note of our upcoming
Wednesday Night schedule. There

w g will be no dinner and programming on
& Wednesdays, November 11 (Veteran’s
Day) and 25 (Thanksgiving holiday).

Then, on Wednesday nights, November
PROG RAMMING 18 and December 2, Josh Miller will be
hosting another set of Makers Nights!
We will gather in the Large Dining Room to make ornaments on November 18 and

then glaze them on December 2. Registration is $35 per person and must be made by
November 10. Click HERE to sign up now.

If you do not want to make ornaments, you are invited to join Dallas Vice and Jackson
Dean to grab a drink after dinner on these dates! Please let them know you are planning
to join by emailing Rea Green at Rea@firstchurchbhm.com.

As we get back into the swing of Fall, we are continuing with our
dinner groups! Dinner groups are a once a month gathering of 12-
15 folks from First Church. They are an excellent way to get to know
one another, as well as build community. We have open slots in our
new dinner groups, so if you are interested in joining, please sign up
HERE. Our groups are divided by location and day/time of the week,
so once you sign up, your dinner group leader will reach out to you.
Please email Rea (rea@firstchurchbhm.com) with any questions.


https://forms.ministryforms.net/embed.aspx?formId=c420117c-ddde-4962-9d93-e15192b0fe33
https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/cc724063-7a63-4f32-a7c1-a301bf1d292d

THURSDAYS, NOVEMBER 12, < DECEMBER 10
6:00PM - 8:00PM | IN THE LARGE DINING ROOM

This November and December all women and female-identifying persons are invited to
gather around the table for good food, building connection, and meaningful conversation.
Hosted by Katie Gilbert and Laura Quick, each gathering will begin with dinner followed by

a short fireside chat to initiate meaningful conversation. Our current planned gatherings
will take place on Thursdays, November 12 and December 10 from 6:00pm - 8:00pm in
the Large Dining Room.

Click HERE to read more & to sign up to join us

Join us after worship on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 in the Large Dining Room for
lunch and a respectful dialogue about why we are divided as human beings, how
our shared history continues to affect us, and what it might look like to begin healing
history. We will have lunch together and then Mollie Erickson and Kathy Boswell will

lead us in this activity. Click HERE to read more now and register to join us.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/past-forward-small-group/
https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/women-at-the-table/

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8

If you or your family plan to attend, please email
Ashley at Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com.

We look forward to sharing
this meaningful morning together!


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/98ff2646-4840-45ae-9a8c-c43b6c7e1d72

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7 AT 10:00AM

First Church is hosting a Kids at Play event at Veteran’s Park in Hoover. We invite you

to meet Morgan, her daughter, and other community members for a morning of fun in
this fall weather! Bring your kids, or yourself if you are a kid at heart, between 10:00am
and 12:00pm to go for a mini hike, play on the playground, and build community. Please

bring your own snacks and come enjoy some time outside!

~Adverit Evertt

Families are invited to join us for an Advent workshop
following worship on Sunday, December 6 in the Large
Dining Room. Morgan will lead us in creating an Advent
wreath to keep at home, and together we will learn about

the message of hope and celebrate the holiday season.

Lunch will be served, so come hungry and ready to kick
off December with us! Click HERE to sign up now.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/8e16e34a-1d31-4ba5-b145-ed5112fcd5b2
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Christmas
CAROLING

at Fair Haven

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9

Last year we had such a wonderful evening of singing carols and
visiting friends at Fair Haven that we are bringing it back again
this year! On Wednesday, December 9 you are invited to meet

us at the main entrance of Fair Haven Senior Living Center (1424
Montclair Rd, Birmingham, AL 35210) at 6:00pm to go caroling
around the halls of the community. Click HERE to sign up to join
us and help spread cheer this holiday season.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/6425efa3-1143-455f-ba1a-77b7876a20d0

Each year Project 12/25 focuses on making the holidays more meaningful
for our most vulnerable neighbors. We found last year’s partnership with
The Arc of Central Alabama so meaningful that we are excited to partner
with them again for their “Gifts for All” initiative!

Through this initiative, The Arc helps fulfill holiday wants and needs
for individuals living in their residential housing, many of whom do not
have families of their own. Our church will sponsor 30 individuals, pro-
viding gifts based on their personal wish lists.

Click HERE to sign up to shop for an individual. If you are unable to shop,
we invite you to give to Project 12/25 and we will shop on your behalf. Click
HERE and select the “Project 12/25" fund to donate.

Thank you for helping our neighbors feel remembered, valued, and cel-
ebrated this Christmas!


https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/faaf0c5f-7029-4078-8141-deaf91333f2b
https://www.fellowshiponegiving.com/app/giving/firs518193

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22, FOLLOWING WORSHIP

Join your church family after worship to help decorate for Advent. You are wel-
come to bring a lunch from home if you choose and then help us get to work
adorning our church for Advent. The Sanctuary, Loft, and Welcome Center
will have trees, bows, garland, and wreaths to be hung. With many hands this
work is easier, more fun, and finished before 2:00pm.

CHRISTMAS EVE

This Advent season you have the opportunity to remember or honor a loved
one by purchasing a poinsettia to decorate our altar on Christmas Eve. You
are invited to take your flower home with you at the conclusion of worship on
Christmas Eve. Poinsettias are available for $18 each. We will be taking orders
until we run out or until the end of the day SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6.

Click HERE to place your order now.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/40cbd808-7f9f-4595-81b7-af5e5c291539

You Are Invited tojoin us for our

2027 CHURCHWIDE RETREAT
at Camp McDowell FEBRUARY 12 - 14, 2027.

This year our theme Awake My Soul: Finding Our Way in a Divided World
will encourage us to explore the life and wisdom of the mystics who coura-
geously demonstrated ways to live faithfully even amidst a world driven by
power, suffering, inequality, and division. We will consider what we can learn
from the mystics as we seek to counter those divisions with humility, healing,
inclusion, and unity.



https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/awake-my-soul/

On every 4th Sunday of the month
we will pack sack lunches for Church of
the Reconciler. Join us on Sunday, Novem-
ber 22, immediately following worship
in the Large Dining Room to make sand-
wiches and pack lunches for our neighbors.
All are welcome to stay and lend a hand!

You can also help by purchasing needed sup-
plies. Donation tickets listing the items we
need will be available after worship on Sun-
day, November 8. Pick up a ticket and help
us prepare for this shared ministry of care!

cLick HERE To READ MORE AND SIGN UP NOW.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/comin_up/panama-learn-serve/

As we continue to grow more fully into living a generous life, we celebrate that we have
already received more than half of the number of pledges we had in 2026. Thank you!

We are grateful for the ways you are seeking to give with intention and hope for what
is still ahead. While these gifts have created a firm foundation, we still have ground to
cover to meet our growing budget. Click to make your 2027 pledge now.



https://firstchurchbhm.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/ac8945e5-a6b1-4dd6-bb88-ad2c4e8a9357
https://terrificnewtheatre.ludus.com/show_page.php?show_id=200530728

Click HERE to view our monthly calendar.


https://www.firstchurchbhm.com/calendar/

FIRST CHURCH BIRMINGHAM STAFF

YOU MAY REACH OUR STAFF AT 205-254-3186 OR BY EMAIL

KEVIN THOMAS Senior Pastor................c.ccoooovriueiuiiiieeieicisesesesese s Kevin@firstchurchbhm.com
JONATHAN GOSS PaSOT .. ..ottt Jonathan@firstchurchbhm.com
KATIE GILBERT EXecutive Pastor.................ccccoooovuiuiiioiiiirisicieseeese s Katie@firstchurchbhm.com
REA GREEN AsS0ciate Pastor..............cc.ccooouiioiiiiinieeeieiesesessiesesssie s Rea@firstchurchbhm.com
ASHLEY HESS Minister of Youth and JUStice ..................cooouimiiiiiiiieese s Ashley@firstchurchbhm.com
MORGAN ROBINSON Children's MANISter.................ccooouuriumrimmreiniieeieeieseieseessenieees Morgan@firstchurchbhm.com
BLAKE HOBBS DESIGIN............c.coouiiiiiiiiieiieecceeete et Blake@firstchurchbhm.com
KATHERINE MULLEN Digital Media Specialist ..................c.ccooooviieviiiiececececeeee. Katherine@firstchurchbhm.com
RICHARD BYRD Organist ..............ccccoouoiuiiiieiiiieeeieeceveeeeeseeiesee e sssenas Richard@firstchurchbhm.com
PATRICK EVANS Minister of MUSIC.............ccccoouoiumierieiieieeieesesisees s Patrick@firstchurchbhm.com
ETHAN ASTERS Loft Worship Leader ...............cccooooovoiuiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Ethan@firstchurchbhm.com
PEG THOMPSON Office AMINiStrator ..............ccooouuiiiiiieeiieiiieeieeisseeiecieeeisseees s Peg@firstchurchbhm.com
NAN CLAY NUTSEIY SUPEIVISOT ........coououiiiiiiieeeeieieieeeeeseaese st saesesaes Nan@firstchurchbhm.com
STEVE PITTS Business AdMminiStrator.................cc.ooovuueiumeiimeeieeieiiseeisseeiseeiseesisseeisseniieees Steve@firstchurchbhm.com
COTY SMITH Maintenance SUPETVISOL..............c..cwuurumeumieeieesenseesessseesssesssesssessessessesenees Coty@firstchurchbhm.com
BETSY PATE Wedding DirCtor...............cooouuiiiuiiiriieciieniieeiieeieeise s Betsy@firstchurchbhm.com
CASSANDRA COPELAND Executive Director of Early Learning Center .......................... ELC@firstchurchbhm.com
first
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